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Introduction 
No other writer of his time touched the life of America 
in so many places as the author who chose to call himself 
Mark Tv-vain. He has attained an immense popularity because the 
qualities he possesses appeal to so many and so widely varied 
people. 
To t he average reader, Mark Twai.n is merely a humorist 
not to be taken too seriously. But even the careless reader 
should be able to see in the works of Samuel Clemens that he 
is not a mere fun-maker, making sport for the groundlings but 
that he is a sincere observer of life, setting down what he 
saw with "profound respect for the eter nal verities11 • Through-
I 
II out his life, as may be seen in his work, he kept hold of the 
,, 
I
! material world. 
ities and never indulged in sentimentality. 
He took pride in the fact that he faced real-
! 
I 
'I I, 
I' d 
To understand the social and political ideas of Mark 
Twain it is necessary to understand the time in which he lived. 
In writing a short history of the nineteenth century I have 
II included only those event s whi ch helped to mold and influence 
1! the ideas of Samuel Clemens. 
To support the assumption that these ideas are found in 
~ his writings, the works themselves have of course been the 
I 
I 
I. 
I 
most valuable. The letters of Mark T-vvain are particularly re- , 
I 
II 
li 
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'I 
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I 
II 
vealing , for he was not a man of restraint and spoke whatever 
was in his mind. His autobiography is helpful in that he 
writes at random giving the reader a hint of his character. 
In the text of this work, however, he says: 
"What a wee little part of a person's life are his acts 
and his words! His real life is in his head, and is known to 
no one but himself. All day long, and every day, the mill of 
his brain is grinding, and his thoughts, not those other 
things, are his history. His acts and his words are merely 
the visible, thin crust of his world, with its scattered snow 
summits and its va cant wastes of water--and they are so tri-
fling a part of his bulk! The mass of him is hidden--it and 
its volcanic fires that toss and boil, and never rest, night 
nor day." 
For a baclcground of the era Mark Twain's Am.erica by Ber-
nard De Voto is particularly fine, and his edition of The 
Eruption of Mark Twain is mo st helpf ul. A. B. Paine and w. D. 
Howells give the most complete biographies of Mark Twain. 
A study of Mark Twain's writing reveals several great 
burlesque, satirize or deride. The whole scene of government 
is passed in review, and there are few social evils that he 
iv 
II 
I ,, 
II 
'I 
I 
I, 
I 
I, 
I 
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I 
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does not probe. The realization of the se gives a greater un-
derstanding and appreciati on of his writing . 
I. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
II 
II 
I 
l 
I' 
The Era of Mal~k Twain 
When Samuel Clemens first saw the light in 1835, Missouri 
was fro ntier. Many of Sam's first memorie s were of the wilder-
ness and the simple, isolated society of hannibal. Bernard 
' De Voto, in his book, Mark 'l'wain' s America, portrays the life 
I' in that section of the country. He remarks: "The frontiers-
men neglected to behave according to the theories. Notably, 
' he forgot to be joyless. At the moment there is no relevance 
in his religion, an emotlonal exuberance. Calvinism forbade 
amusements; therefore the obedient tossed a badger into a bar-
rel with a terrier, or dug a pit for t wenty terriers and a bear l 
Local strains of cock and race horses were probably not the 
outgrowth of an interest in biology , though the tenent that 
1 forbade a Calvinist to throw a card held also for laying of 
I 
,I bets. Competition flourished.---Nothing is so clearly of hell, 
II in Calvini~~ , as the theater; yet the tributaries of the great 
,I 
I river, so far as t here was draft, were tJ?.e itinerary of count-
less showboats." The world passed by on the Mississippi and 
steamboats were eagerly awaited by t he people there. Passen-
gers came from t he four corners of the earth and with them 
every variant of human experience. In later years Clemens sai d I 
1 that he had found no one whom he had not met before on the 
I' I' 
I! 
river. The shanty boats were filled with drifting loafers, 
1 
doctors, thugs, saloon keepers, prophets, and medicine shows. 
'I 
li 
I 
It was cosTios, and for SarQ Clemens an education in society. 
J River steamers plied up and down every navigable river and 
stream, stopping at almost every landing in the cotton belt 
to pick up bales of cotton. The busy shipyards, and foundries 
~ along the Ohio and Mississippi could not keep up with the de-
li 
I 
'I I, 
il 
I' 
il 
' 
mand. 
In 1848 and 49 came the great gold rush, and the drive 
to California eddied through Hannibal. The citizens witnessed 
many unusual happenings in t hose days of frenzy. There were 
11 murders, stabbings, hangings and lynchings. When Sam Clemens 
!, 
II 
ll 
I 
II 
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II 
il 
'I I 
I, 
li 
was ten years old, he saw a man throw a lu.mp of iron ore at a 
slave and crush his skull. In an hour the negro was dead, 
and Sam had watched him die. 
The common man was fleeing westward. The tide of the 
frontier left the "sq_uatters" to their sq_ualor, lethargy, and 
wretched life. An original pioneer stock, drained by the west-
ward movement of its more energetic and ambitious elements, 
they found themselves isolated in the mountainous Appalachian 
ba ck country and in the piny sand barrens of south-central 
Georgia and eastern Mississippi. Physically undermined by 
I 
~ attacks of malaria and disorders now known to be due to the 
1 hoo~rorm, some of the sq_uatters degenerated until they became 
satisfied with the barest human necessities and with few social i 
1 enjoyments. They eked out a precarious living by tilling a I 
r Ill !! scrubby farm, for the planters had no desire to employ t hese ' 
II 
2 
II 
II 
I! I 
poor-whites at farm labor. 
In 1850's the black belt of the South, the region of 
heaviest slave population, attained its highest development. 
"The planter-aristocrat on his broad acres represented a 
leisure class that was genial, pictur- esque and patriarchal."l 
The negro slave became part of the agricultural economy not 
only of the plantations in the fertile river bottoms but also 
of many small upland farms. The childhood days of Sam Clemens 
I 
were spent among the negroes, sharing many happy hours with 
1 them. 
it 
i At the top of the social l adder in the South stood the 
\ plantat ion aristocrat, 
II 
I 
i 
:I 
II 
II 
II 
I 
Then came the middle class made up of 
smaller slave-holding planters, professional men, tradesmen 
and skilled mechanics. Next followed the yeomen, while sep-
arated from them by an almost impassable chasm were the "poor-
whites". Underneath all were the negroes, slave and free. 
But the presence of free negroes came increasingly to be re-
garded as a menace. Many of the slaves were set free upon the 
li condition of migration to the free states. In Arkansas a law 
11 was enacted to t ake effect in 1860 that any blacks who fail '3 d 
·I to leave would be reenslaved, but the bill for similar measures 
• was defeated in Missouri. 
li 
I 
II 
I' 
' 
f, 
ii 
Until 1860, when for the first time in American history 
the output of factory, mill, shop and mine exceeded in value 
1 Cole, A. c., The Irrepressible Conflict, p. 35· 
II 
I 
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I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
that of the farm, agriculture was the bone and sinew of the 
nation's economic life. But farming both in the North and 
South was fundamentally a process of soil exploitation. Agri-
cultural organizations sprang up everywhere. While county 
fairs were more popular, state fairs came generally to be held 
north of the Mason and Dixon l ine. 
In the 1850's came the labor movement. Immigrants who 
~ were pouring into the country swelling the ranks of the wage-
~~ earners helped to advance the movement. But there was little 
II 
concern for the common cause and solidarity of the working 
class. The unskilled and the unorganized were left to shift 
1: 
I 
for themselves. Unemployment in a period of high prices 
brought the helpless and unorganized workers and their families 
I 
II to dire circumstances. The Panic Year of 1857 yielded more 
II 
II 
unemployment, while a crime wave began in the larger cities. 
Robbery spread swiftly and the number of juvenile offenders 
II multiplied. Gambling, prostitution, and dissipation were 
II common vices. 
II In Western towns and cities police facilities vvere limited 
II and uncertain. Upon the mining frontier the gambler and des-
11 perado had full rein until the community took the law into its 
own hands and meted out justice. As one went f'arther into the 
South there was more and more evidence of gamblers, thieves 
and murderers on the Mississippi River boats and towns along 
the banks. With high standards of chivalry "the Southerner 
, prided himself upon being a high spirited duelist, quick to 
4 
resent any reflection upon his honor."l 
With the 1850's also came attempts at certain social re-
forms. Aroused by the evils of drinlc . and the liq_uor traffic, 
a great temperance wave swept across the country. "Women 's 
rights" advocates cane into being . The demand grew for the 
11 admission of women to regular colleges and universities. 
l' 
I 
Sanitary conditions were poor in the towns and cities in 
1860. A contemporary crit ic asserted: "Narrow and crooked 
streets, want of proper and sewage and ventilation, absence of I 
,, 
forethought in providing open spaces for the recreation of the 
II people, allowance of intramural burials and of fetid nuisances, 
I· such as slaughter houses, and manufactories of offens ive stuffs 
have converted cities into pestilent ial inclosures."2 
Education was advancing in 1850. Colleges were growing, 
and libraries were being provided. As well as Dickens, Scott, 
11 Tennyson, and Thackeray the people were reading the Boston-
' I 
Conc ord-Cambridge poets and novelists, Longfellow, Bryant, 
II 
!I 
Whittier, Holmes, and Emerson . 
II 
Meanwhile the abolitionists vvere still working . Presi-
dent T. D. Woolsey of Yale braved public sentiment by condemn-
' \I ing the fugitive-slave law and other concessions to slavery. 
',I Up to this time there had been a taboo upon the slavery ques-
I' 
, tion in respectable circles, but this was suddenly dispelled 
i! 
' 1 Ibid, p. 159· 
I 2 Ibid, p. 182· 
" 
5 
I' 
I 
I 
11 in 1852 by Har riet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin. Soon I~ this great est of all reforms was moving out of the realm of 
I 
Sectional bitterness in-·II morality into the realm of politics. 
I creased, and as it increased in t he South more and more con-
' 
cern was felt over the presence of outsiders. Alleged aboli-
tioni st s vvere tarred and feathered and expelled, while some 
unfortunate ones were subjected to the extreme penalty of the 
lynch law. 1 
!1 The Southerner made his defenses of slavery through the 
'I I, 
II 
I· 
,I 
I 
scriptures and the fact that the institution guaranteed law 
and order to the South, while Northern almshouses, jails and 
prisons were filling. 
Then came the vV'ar Between the States, but Mark Twain's 
heart was not in the cause of the South , and he served in the 
Confederate army for only a few months. The far West con-
tinued to l ure him; therefore in 1861 he started westward. 
With the discovery of the valuable silver depo sits on the 
sides and at the foot of Mount Davidson, the loftiest summit 
in the Washoe range, Carson City, a flourishing town just off 
the California trail, quickly demanded an independent existence 
In 1861 Congress created the territory of Nevada with head-
quarters at Carson City, and here came Mark Twain as private 
secretary to one of the territorial officials. Virginia City 
was the metropolis of the territory. 
l Cole, op. cit., p. 45. 
6 
I 
II 
I 
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I 
,, 
Meanwhile, the recently arrived Morman exiles in Utah 
reared their desert commonwealth, and under the leadership of 
Brigham Young made an agricultural conque st of the arid Great 
Salt Lake Valley. Salt Lake City was the largest city in the 
West between St. Louis and San Francisco, having an efficient 
and highly centralized economic system. All the great business 
enterpr ises of Utah were in Brigham Young 's hands. His will 
was law, and it was i mpossible to obtain needed reforms for 
jl which he lacked sympathy. 
I' 
1
j But picturesque as Utah was, California pre s ented a civi-
l lization far more varied, activ~ and full of historical and 
racial color. American culture had been superimposed upon 
I 
~ the old Spanish culture of Mexican days. 
I 
The mingling of 
I 
I 
' 
people from all par ts of the globe made the state the most 
cosmopolitan in the Union. Such a city as San Francisco pro-
vided abundant themes for Mark Twain. Along with other social 
~ evils his "Enterprisen Letters deal savagely with corruption 
1 in San Francisco government. 
~ The one alien and socially barren element in California 
:! lif e was the Chinese population. During the Hayes Administra-
jl tion in 1876 the Chinese que st i on was becoming a political 
" issue. As the coast filled up with a native population, there 
1, arose numerous objections to the Oriental. The Burlingame ,, 
Treaty of 1868 with China, however, prohibited any action upon ~ 
t his. By its provisions citizens of China were to have the 
same right s of travel and r esidence in the United States as 
'I 
I 
7 
1 the citizens of this country. 
'II 6 There was emerging between 18 5 and 1875 a wide variety 
of national problems. Such questions were those "concerning 
the proper relation between the government and the railroads . 
and industrial enterprises; t he welfare of the agricultural 
and wage-earning classes; the assimilation of the hordes of 
i nm1igrants; the conservation of the resources of the nation 
in lumber, minerals, and oil; the t ariff, the financial obli-
1 gat1ons of the government, the reform of Civil Service, and a 
I host of other matters. Only upon the tariff, finance, and 
1 ',~ Civil Service did the public interest focus long enough to 
11 aff ect results. nl ;I 
The political practices which prevailed for at least a 
quarter of a century after 1865 were notoriously bad. Corrup-
I tion in politics was com:r.10n, and nothing but defeat in a cam-
! . paign was wrong. During Grant's administra tion five judges 
11 of a United States court were driven from office by t hreats of 
I 
1 impeachment. There was no protest against corrupt practices 
within the party for fear they might bring about a party 
split and thus give the "enemy" party a victory. I 
During the generation after the war, when the recollection 
o~ the struggle was ~resh in men's minds, the Democrats were 
looked upon as sympathizers with the rebellion. In campaigns 
the people were warned not to admit to power the party that 
had been a "traitor" to the Union. Some of the Republicans 
1 Since the Civil War • 118. 
ll 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
II 
II II 
8 
·I 
I 
who took a critical attitude toward their party formed an 
Independent movement called the "mugwump". They believed that 
there ought to be a political element not controlled by a 
party organization, which would act upon its own judgment for 
jl 
1 the interest of the public and which should remind both par-
I) 
i' ties that neither could venture upon bad policies without en-
I 
1
1 dangering its control over the machinery of government. 
'I But there came to be an intensification of party loyalty. 
The organization of the party strengthened and came to be 
called the "machine" , the master of which was the "Boss". 
This was usually a professional politician whose interests lay 
11 
in winning elections and dividing the offices among the party 
'i 
, '~Norkers. 
;1 Another aftermath of the Civil War was an industrial 
I' 
., boom in the North. Oil had been discovered in Pennsylvania. 
I' 
1
1
1 "Petroleum was destined to be the foundation for a host of new 
h 
industries. 
II 
In 1865 John D. Rockefeller, a young Cleveland 
1! commission dealer, launched into the oil business under the 
li 
firm name of "Rockef eller and Andrews". He pursued the policy 
of steady expansion and in June, 1870, there appeared the 
I, 
lj Standard Oil Company of Ohio with a capital of a million dol-
li 
' I
lars and a position of towering strength in the industry.nl 
In almost every field of business, consolidation of in-
dustrial enterprises was evident. Between the years 1898 and 
1 Nevins, Allan, 'rhe Emergence of Modern America, p. 43 J. 
9 
I, 
1900 some twenty-one important combinations took place in the 
iron and steel business, which prepared the way for the great-
est of all consolidations, the United States Steel Corporation 
in 1901. This brought forward the financial giants, J. 
Pierpont Morgan, _ Andrew Carnegie, and John D. Rockefeller. 
More and more the people were consuming goods from large 
factories managed by corporate boards rather than buying from 
individual proprietors in small establislLments . 
The Union Pacific Railroad, begun during 1864, was the 
greatest engineering feat America had undertaken. There was 
great railway expansion and one result of this. was a sharp 
II 
ilj check upon the comrnerce of the Great Lakes. 
vessels were being driven out of existence, but much more 
Slowly the lake 
•I 
11 complete was the railway conque st of the Mississippi. Before 
I 
jl the War St. Louis often showed the visitor a solid mile of 
I 
' steamboats lying in two or three tiers. Now these days vv-ere 
:I 
Mark Twain contrasts the old days and the new in Life li gone . 
Q£ the Mississ ippi.l 
I 
:, It would be expected that the position of labor in this 
·I 
I, period of thriving industry would be one of great prosperity, 
but at the close of 1866 it was found that innumerable work-
I' 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
men obtained only hal:f again as much as be:fore the war. Or- II 
II 
I 
I 
dinary workmen of intelligence in the larger cities were glad j 
I l Ibid • , p • 4 3 3 • 
10 
I 
!l 
II 
1
1 
to get two dollars a day. The year 1866 saw the formation of 
the National Labor Union, and the organization of the Knights 
: of Labor in 1869. By 1870 there were more than thirty na-
I tional unions with a total membership of thirty thousand. I 
II There were many problems for the American churches in 
the years following 1898. Of the growth in membership the 
Roman Catholic Church was the chief beneficiary, due to the 
great !).Umber of immigrants from Catholic countries. Three 
tendencies in American Christianity duri r;_g this period are 
discernible: "a trend toward church unity, a further liberal-
izing of theology, and an i ncreasing emphasis upon socialized 
religion. Interrelated as these influences were, each 
strengthened the o~her, with the result that Protestant Chris-
tianity was distinctly modified."l The growth of Christian 
Science occurred in spite of criticism and -ridicule of Chris-
1 tian Scien~e "healers". 
1
t The conclusion of the Spanish American War, put the ques-
j' tion of imperialism before the American people. 
II 
Should the 
II 
I 
I; 
United States carry off the spoils of war in the form of ter-
ritory outside the limits of continental North America? Many 
Americans had such misgivings as the conference assembled at 
Paris on October 1, 1898 to settle the terms of peace. The 
1 real issue of imper ialism rested on the disposal of the Phil-
ippines and "educate the Fil ipines -and uplift and civilize 
1 Faull~ner, Harold, The Q.uest for Social Justice. 
11 
and Christianize them". Opposition to this wa s manifested by 
many Americans, but a treaty was signed with Spain on December 
10, 1898 in which Spain agreed torelinquish Cuba as a pro-
tectorate of the United States and to cede Porto Rico and the 
ot her Spanish West Indies, Guam, and the Philippines on pay-
ment of twenty million dollars. 
But in the midst of the ardor and worry of i mperialism 
• 
there was seen a strong revival of the American pea ce movement. 
Peace organizations multiplied rapidly after 1898. Plans were 
made f or a ·world peace movement and an international court 
whi ch should settle all controversies and abolish war . 
'rhere was growth and confidence in this age of Iviark 'rwain. 
America vms on the move, and Americans spoke of the destiny 
of the American people and the American democracy to create 
t he greatest nation on earth . The future seemed sure and the 
evils not so gr eat that they couldn't be remedie d by immediate 
act ion. "Arnerica set herself to the taslc of reform with 
buoyancy and enthusiasm, and the men of this generation applied 
t hemselves to t he ·work of reconstruction with the same confi -
dence that their forefathers had shown in the building of rail -
roads and the conquest o~ t he frontier . But sycmpathet ic as 
were t he masses to a be tter Ameri ca t heir chief energies were 
concentrated upon the task of carryi ng on the economic li i'e, 
and with an ever increasing tempo raw materials vvere being 
exploited and wealth created .---The constant effort at reform 
12 
II 
had made the nation a bett er place to live in for the common 
I, man • nl 
r 
I 
ij 
I 
I 
I' I 
II 
I 
1 Ibid., P• 332. 
II 
II 13 
Chapt er One 
The Damned Human Race 
No one can read the works of Mark Twain without becoming 
aware that the communities he pictures with such vividness and 
interest are nevertheless condemned. The clay-eaters of 
Obedstown, Tennessee, the politicians and profiteers of Wash-
ington, the upper class who parade their contact with nobility, ! 
the villagers and farmers among whom Huckleberry Finn lived-- ' 
these are the damned human race. The pettiness of their exi st-
ence, the cruelty and jealousy and ignorance that are funda-
mental in their nature are stressed at every opportunity. 
Though the reality of truth, decency, kindness and courage is 
nowhere denied, the human race is primarily cruel, ignorant 
I, and cowardly. 
I 
r 
I' 
:I 
II 
II 
A few days before he died, Mark Twain wrote some instruc-
tions to help Albert Bigelow Paine through St. Peter's gate. 
Two of these read: 
"Leave your dog outside. Heaven goes by favor. If it 
went by merit, you would stay out and the dog would go in." 
"You will be wanting to slip down at ni ght and smuggle 
water to those poor little chaps (the i nfant damned), but 
14 
I'· 
I 
I 
II 
I 
l 
I 
,j 
I 
I 
I! 
his books , but he readily admits that he himself rests under 
this condemnation. Wnat a man sees in others is merely him-
self in the deep and honest privacy of his own heart. ·when 
he criticized the human race, it was with a full appreciation 
of his own weakness. On September 4, 1907 he wrote: 
"Every man is in his own person the whole human 
race without a detail lacking . I have studied the human 
race with diligence and strong interest all these years 
in my own person; in myself I find in big or little 
proportion every quality and every defect that is find-
able in the mass of the race. I knew I should not find 
in any philosophy a single thou ght which had not pa ssed 
through my own head nor a s ingle thought which had not 
passed through the heads of millions a nd millions of men 
before I was born; I knew I should not find a single 
original thought in any philosophy, and I knew I could 
not furnish one to the world myself, if I had five 
centuries to i nvent it in. Nietzsche publi shed his book , 
and was at once pronounc ed crazy by the world--by a 
world which included tens of thousands of bright, sane, 
men who believed exactly a s Nietzsche believed but con-
cealed the fact and scoffed at Nietzsche. What a coward 
every man is! And how surely he will find it out if he 
will just let ot her people · alone and · s it down and ex-
amine himself."l 
Van Wyck Brooks, in his book, The Ordeal of Mark Twain, 
'I 
:1 maintains that Mark was a pessimist throughout his life. 
I 
He 
I' 
I' 
II 
brooded a great deal during his young life and desired approv-
al for whatever he did. He wa s a serious minded and thought-
ful young man vvhe n he made "Hovr to Take Life" the subject of 
one of his j ottings. "Take it just as though it was--a s it 
is--an earnest, vital and i mportant affair . Take it as though 
you were born to the task ·of performing a merry part in it--
as though the world had waited f or your coming . Now and then 
1 De Voto, Bernard, Mark Twain in Eruption. 
'I I 
15 
•' 
a man stands aside from the crowd, labors earnestly, stead-
fastly, confident l y , and straightway becomes famous for vlis-
dom, intellect, skill, greatness of sort. The world wonders, 
admires, idolizes, and it only illustrates what others may do 
if they take hold of life with a purpose. The miracle or the 
power that elevates the few is to be found in their industry, 
I application and perseverance, under the promptings of a brave, 
II 
11 determined Spirito nl 
I 
'I Broolcs says also that Mark Twain's fear of public opinion 
I 
was a hindrance to his creative ability. He signed his first 
~ printed pieces with the pen-name "Josh'', for he had no desire 
to be known as a camp-scribbler. The frontier society held 
contempt for literature, and his impulse to succeed on fron-
tier terms, to stand in with frontier society suppressed in 
him "a desire that was so unpopular". His hiding of his tal-
1 ents caused his morbid feelings. Brooks suggests that his 
bitter ness wa s "the effect of a certain miscarriage of his 
creative life, a balked personality, an arrested development 
of which he was himself almost wholly unaware, but which for 
him destroyed the meaning of life".2 
But Brooks is mistaken in believing that Mark Twain was 
1 wholly a pessimist. He had pessimistic intervals in his later 
years and spolce vehemently agai ns t the human race, but at 
' heart no man loved his k ind more genuinely than he, perhaps 
' 1 Brooks, Van VJyck , Ordeal of Mark Twain, p. 50. 
., 2 Ibid., p. 69. 
'I 
\ 
II 
I 
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1' 
II II 
'I 
11 because of its very weakness. 
There were really two Mark Twains ... - -one an optiu ist and 
the other a pessimist. His dual nature makes it difficult for 
one to interpret implicitly his character or his ideas. The 11 
youthful Samuel Clemens of the West who loved pilots and miners li 
who felt himself a part of the re gion he described, was an 
o~timist; the other Samuel Clemens, the older man who was 
successful, lost that enthusiasm, fo r he had lost the faith 
he had in America. He had dreamed of a great democratic 
America that should be a shining example for the world. The 
Araerica of a reality for l him began ,in the midst of the Civil 
War and reached its climax in the 90 's of the last century 
with the beginning of the so-called Progressive movement and 
came to a conclusion shor tly before the war of 1914. It was 
an epoch of industrial ~ioneering , "the Gilded Age", as Mark 
Twain called it in the title of his novel--the age ~hen presi-
1! dents, generals, and preachers were business men, and the 
II 
I' 
l, I -
11 
h 
!! 
whole energy of the American people was_ absorbed in the ex-
ploitation and the organization of ' the material resources of 
the continent. Business enterprise was , the only recognized 
~phe~e of ac~ion~ ' " In the Gilded Age the pursuit of wealth 
was nothing less than a sacred duty. I 
I 
I I 
"The 19th century ~ade progress~-the first progress after 1 
a ges and ages 7 -colossal progress_. In what? Materialities. 
Prodigious acquisitions were made in things vvhich add to the 
comfort of many and make life harder for as many more. But 
I 
II 
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II ,, 
the addition to righteousness? Is that d iscoverable? II 
not . 
I think 
11
! 
The materialities were not invented i n the interest of 
'l 
II 
righteousness; that there is more righteousness in the world 
because of them than there wa s before is har dly demonstrable, 
I think . In Europe and America there is a va st change (due to I 
li II them) in ideals--do you admire? · All Europe and all America. 
are fev·erishly scrambling for money. Money is the supreme 
ideal--all others take tenth place with the great bulk of the 
I nations named. Money-lust has always existed, but not in the 
history of the vJOrld was it ever a craze, a madness, until 
your time and mine. This lust has rotted these nations; it 
has made them har d, sordid, ungentle, dishonest, oppressive. 
"Did England rise a gainst the infamy of the Boer War? 
No--rose i n favor of it. Did America rise a gainst the infamy 
of the Philippine War? No--rose in favor of it. Did Russia 
rise aga inst the infamy of the present war? No--sat still and 
s a id nothing. Has the Kingdom of God advanced in Russia since 
the beginning of time? Or in Europe and America, considering 
the vast ba ckward step of the money lust? Or anywhere else? 
, If there has been any progress toward ri ghteousness since the 
·I early days of Creation--which, in my eradicable honesty, I am 
I obliged to doubt--I think we must confine it to ten per cent 
of the population of Christendom (but leaving Russia, Spain, 
and South America entirely out.)"l 
1 Mark Twain's Letters, p. 768. 
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I 
Corruption in politics was rampant over the country. I The II 
Boers were being oppressed in South Africa; the natives were 
being murdered in the Philippines, and the Allied Powers in 
the cause of Christ were slaughtering the Chinese. 
On New Year's Eve Mark Twain wrote a greeting from the 
nineteenth to the twentieth century: 
"I bring you the stately nation nam.ed Christendom, 
returning , bedraggled, besmirched, and dishonored from 
pirate raids in Kiao-Chow, Llanchuria, South Africa, and 
the Philippines, with her soul full of madness, her 
pocket full of boodle, and her mouth full of pious 
hypocrisies. Give her soap and a towel , but hide the 
looking-glass." 
11This was a sort of preliminary. Then, restraining 
himself no longer, he unburdened himself fully in an 
article for the North American Review entitled, 'To the 
Person Sitting in Darkness '. He took as his text some 
Christmas Eve clippings from the New York dailies. One 
of these declared that Christmas dawned in the United 
States over a people full of hope and aspiration and 
I 
I 
I 
l 
II 
good cheer, adding that such a condition insured content- II 
ment and happiness. Another of the clippines told of the 
'terrible offenses against humanity, committed in the 
name of pol itics in some of the most notorious East Side 
districts' declaring that 'they could not be pictured 
even verbally.' Another clipping told of the situation 
in China, where indemnities for Boer damages were collecte 
at the rate of three hundred taels for each murder; also 
life for life , that is to say--' head for head'--adding 
that in one distr ict six hundred and eighty heads had 
been so collected. He printed the clippings in full, one 
following the other; then he said: 'By happy luck we get 
all these glad tidings on Christmas ~ve--just the time 
to enable us to celebrate the day with proper gayety and 
enthusiasm. Our spirits soar and we find we can even 
make jokes: taels I win , heads you lose'." 
"He compared the missionary policy in China to that 
of the Pawnee Indians. He denounced the national poli-
cies in Africa , China and the Philippines, showed by the 
reports, and by private letters of soldiers sent home, 
how cruel and barbarous and fiendish had been the war-
fare ~ made by those whose avowed purpose was to carry 
I 
'I 
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lj 
the blessed light of civilized gospel to the benighted 
nation. nl 
Mark Twain never wrote anything more scorching, more 
penetrating in its sarcasm, more fearful in its revelation of 
, injustice and hypocrisy, t han t his article "To the Person 
Sitting in Darkness". 
Small wonder he called it the "damned human race"l He 
felt deeply the evils of man, and as the years went by the 
world seemed to become less civilized in its actions. He 
I 
•I wrote to his friend Rev. J. H. Twichell in March , 1905: "When 
'I 
1 a man is a pessimist before forty-eight he knows too much; 
,, 
,, 
if he is an optimist after it, he knows too little".2 The 
great faith he held in mankind when he was on the frontier wa s 
gradually be ing lessened, but he did not shelter himself from 
the hopes and fears of his contemporaries. He was always in 
the midst of current economic and political developments, 
occasionally raising his voice in president ial campaigns and 
making friends with Napoleons of finance as readily as with 
f ellow authors. But the frontier had disappeared and with it 
the pioneer self-reliance. 
Mark Twain was one of the world's great idealists, and 
!1 the great idealists ask too much of mankind and too much of 
themselves. Like Swift and Byron his vision of what life 
could be was so high that the thought of what it had become 
:J l Paine, A. B., Short Life of Mark Twain, p. 2. 
Mark Twain's Letters, p. 767. 2 
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II 
was almost unbearable. Some idealists take refuge in cynicism I 
while others become indifferent and say that they do not care, 
11 but Marl<.: Twain wa s not one to shirk his responsibility. He 
II 
could rail and denounce and curse mankind for its cruelty to 
I' 
mankind. As he contemplated the wrongs humanity had to bear, 
II 
1• his sympathy for man impelled him strongly in the direction 
I 
1, of pessimism. He felt that the influences about t he human 
J being--his enviromuent--create his preferences, his aversions, 
I 
1 his politics, his tast e s, his morals, and his religion. Man 
creates none of these things for himself. "A man is never 
anything but what his outside influences have made him", wrote 
Marl~ Twain. "It is his human environment which influences 
his mind and his feelings, furnishes him his ideals, and sets 
him on hi s road and keeps him in it. If he leaves t hat road 
he will find himself shunned by the people whom he most loves 
and esteems, and whose approval he most values." 
!~ "If", he wrote in ' What is Man?', "if that timid man 
I 
had lived all his life in a . cornmunity of h:uman rabbits, had 
'I never read of brav~ deeds, had never heard speak of them, had 
never heard anyone praise them nor express envy of the heroes 
that had do ne them, he would have had no more idea of bravery 
'I than Adam had of modesty, and it could never by any possibil-
' I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 ity have occurred to him to resolve to become brave. He could I 
not originate the idea--it had to come to him from the outside.' 
Mark Twain believed that selfishness was at the bottom 
of every person's actions. Even unself ishness was selfish be-
h 
21 
cause whatever the person did he was doing it to please him-
self. If he gave away his last crust of bread it was because 
he would rather see his conscience appeased than his stomach. 
His daughter, Clara, tells that the children used to insist 
that there was a point at which unselfishness could exist--
that there were those whose hearts and minds rejoiced more at 
seeing another have good luck and riches than having those 
themselves, but no "according to Father's idea every pleasure 
II 
' 
I 
in whatsoever form it came, was linked vvith selfishness".l 1 
I 
He tried to be fair to the human race because he realized 11 
its limitations, but he felt that no member of it is honest 
in all the ways required by his own standard. As he looked 
at it, a person's own standard was his only obligation. 
To Mark ~vain many of the actions of mankind appeared 
ridiculous. The worship of titles and royalty are sa tirized 
in "The Connecticut Yankee" in the actions of Sandy who flung 1 
~ herself upon the hogs believing them to be princessess, strain- f 
ing them to her heart, kissing and caressing then1, and calling 
.I !I 
them reverently by grand princely names. She gave the hogs 
breakfast "waiting upon them personally and manifesting in 
every way the deep reverence which the natives of the island, 
ancient and modern, have always felt for rank , let its out-
ward casket and the mental moral contents be what they may.n2 
1 Clemens, Clara, ~ Father, Mark Twain, p. 181. 
2 The Connecti cut Yankee, p. 178. 
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, "We are all alike on the i nside--scoff ing democrats a s we are, ~ 
I 
we do dearly love to be noticed by a duke, and when we are 1 
,, 
! 
noticed by a monarch we have so f t ening of t he brain for the 
rest of our lives."l 
When the woman · is flo gged in The Connecticut Yankee the 
mob stands by and comments upon the expert way in which the 
~ whip was handled. The r a ce has codified its superstitions into ! 
'I 
d an efficient sys tem for evil. "Concentration of power in a \ 
pol i tical machine · is bad, and an Established Church is only a 'I 
., 
political machine; it is nursed, cradled, pre served for that; 
I 
h 
'• it is an enemy to human liberty. "2 .But the race does not 
1 desire liberty. I These people were offered freedom, civiliza-
II 
I' 
li 
II 
tion, and progress, but the church invokes the Interdict and 
the slaves happily resume their shackles, first murdering and 
pillaging their deliverers, and civilization perishe s . nThe 
11 damned assent to their damnation. 11 
I, 
Those who mi ght become 
" real men do not gr eatly de s ire to do so and those who do are 
II 
defeat ed by their stupidity, cowardice, a nd selfishness. "A-
gainst i gnorance and brutality enlightenment can make no head-
way." 
The theme rises to Clarenc e 's questi on: "Did you think 
you had educated the superstitibn out of this p e ople?" This 
situation was born of Mark Twain's perception of humanity. 
1 DeVoto, Bernar d, Mark Twain in Eruution, p. 46. 
2 The Connecticut Yankee, p. 149. 
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II Scenes, such as the one following, or hangings in the · I 
times of slavery reinforced his idea of the incorrigibility of 
the human r a ce. One day a slave escaped and a constable ap-
prehended him. An abolitionist killed the constable, helped 
1 the slaves across t he river to freedom and came back to g ive 
1 himself up. Lynching was averted by the assurance of hang ing. 
He was tried, condemned, and hanged. "People came from miles 
around to see the hanging; they brought cakes and cider, also 
, the women and children, and made a picnic of the matter. It 
• was the largest crowd the village had ever seen. The rope 
that hanged Hardy was eagerly bought up in inch samples, for 
everybody wanted a memento of the memorable event."l 
When Injun Joe died people f locked in boats and wagons 
from all the towns and farms nearby bringing their children 
and all sorts of provisions and "confessed that they had had 
almost as satisfactory a time at the flLne r al as they would 
' have had at the hanging."2 
In The Prince and the Pauper is exemplified inhmaanity 
of monarchial i nstitutions and the absolute penal laws of 
1 England. One of t he prisoners was a poor half-witted wonan 
!1 vvho had stolen a yard of cloth f rom a weaver and was to be 
I 
II 
I 
!I 
I! 
I 
tl 
,I 
II! hanged for it. Another was accu sed of stealing a horse but I 
n . 
11 the proof having failed, he was sent to t he gallows for kill-
I 
I 
1 DeVoto, Bernard, Mark Twain's Maerica, p. 64. 
2 Tom Sawyer, p. 303. 
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II 
ing deer in the king's park.l 
As all sensitive persons must feel, Mark Twain, in the 
f ac e of the grander aspects of nature, felt the insigni ficance 
of man and all his petty doings. "I said we are situated in 
a f lat, sandy desert," he writes his mother from Carson City 
in 1861. "True. And surrounded on all sides by such pro-
I digious mountains that when you stand at a distance from Carson 
and gaze at them awhile,--until, by mentally measuring them, 
and comparing them with things of smaller size, you beg in to 
conceive of their grandeur, and next to feel their vastness 
expanding your soul like a balloon, and ultimately find your-
self growing , and swelling , and spreading into a colossus, 
and I say when this point is reached, you lool~ disdainf ully 
down upon the insieni f icant village of Carson, reposing like 
a cheap print away yonder at the foot of the big hills, and 
in that i nstant you are seized with a burning desire to 
1 stretch for t h your hand, put t he city in your pocket, and walk 
.1 off with it. " 
In 1891 Mark Twain wrote an essay, "Some National Stupid-
ity" and pointed out that "the slowness of one section of the 
world about adopting the valuable ideas of another section 
of it is a curious thing and unaccountable. This form of 
stupidity is confined to no community, to no nation; it is 
universal. The fact is the ht~1an race is not only slow about 
1 Prince and the Pauper, p. 252. 
I 
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borrowing valuable ideas--it s ometimes persists in not borrow-
i ng t hem at all."l-- - anot her def ect in mankind. 
Human weakness and rotten mo r a l force were stripped bare 
A whole corilllluni ty was I in The Man That Corrupted Hadleyburg . 
ij demoralized and its nineteen lead ing citizens were made ri-
1 
,, 
I 
diculous by having them yield to a cheap temptation, openly 
perjur i p.g t hems elves at a time when t heir boasted incorrupti-
bility was to amaze the wor l d . 
!I A dispas s ionate pronouncement on the ndamned human race" 
I 
is implicit in Huckleberr y Finn, with its ba ckvvo ods hysteria. 
, Huckleberry describes t he chur ch service and how much it meant 
., to t hem. "Next Sunday we all went to church about thr ee mile, 
everybody a-hors eback . The men took their guns along , so did 
Buck and kept them between their knees or stood them handy 
a gainst t he wall. The Shepherdsons done the same. It was ~I 
:1 pretty ornery prea ching--all about brother ly love, and such-
like tiresomeness; but everybody said it was a good s ermon, 
and t hey all talked it over going home, and had suc h a power-
'! 
ful lot to say about faith and good vrork s and how much it 
meant t o them." 
A feud was going on between the Shepherdsorr 's a nd t he 
f amily with wh om Huc k was living . They k illed a member of the 
other fami l y whenever the opportunity occurred, but on Sunday 
11 t hey all went to chur ch . 
1 Some Na t i ona l Stupidities, p. 175. 
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' 
'I Mark Tvvain believed that the average man is destitute of 
l 
I independence of opinion. He is not interested in contriving li 
an opinion of his own by study and reflection, but is only 
1' anxious to find out what his neighbor's opinion is and slavish- I J 
ly adopt it. In his essay On Critics he remarks that the lat- ) 
1 est review of a book is sure to be just a reflection of the 
I 
11 earliest review of it. "The human race is a race of cowards." 
II 
11 If we would learn what the human race really is at bottoLI, 
says Mark Twain in his Autobiography, we need only ob s erve it 
, in election times. A clergyman met him on the street and 
II 
II 
I 
I 
II 
r 
spoke of a new nominee--"denounced the nomination, in strong, 
earnest words--words that were refreshing for their in-
dependence, their manliness. He said, 'I ought to be 1 
proud, perhaps, for this nominee is a r elative of mine; I 
on the contrary, I am humiliated and disgusted, for I know 
him intimately--familiarly--and I know that he is an un- 11 
scrupulous scoundrel, and always has been'. You should I 
have se en this clergyman preside at a political meeting 
forty days later, and urge, and plead, and gush--and you I 
should have heard him paint the character of this same 
nominee. You vvould have supposed he was describing The · 
Cid, and Great-heart, and Sir Galahad, and Bayard the 
Spotless all rolled into one. Was he sincere? Yes--by 
t hat time; and therein lies the pathos of it all, the 
hopelessness of it all. It shows at what trivial cost 
of effort a man can teach himself to lie, and learn to 
believe it, when he perceives by the general drift that 
that is the popular thing to do."l 
When Mark Tvmin was twenty-two years old he wrote an 
I 
I 
II 
li article called The Character of Man in which he says: 
I "There are certain sweet-smelling sugar coated lies 1 current in the world which all politic men have apparently 1 
tacitly conspired together to support and perpetuate. I 
II 
' I 
One of these is, that there is such a thing in the world · 
as independence: Independence of thought, independence I 
of opinion, independence of action. Another is, that the I 
II 
11 l Mark Twa in's ..Autobiograuh • 11. 
I 
I! 
I' 
I' 
,, 
II 
world loves to see independence--admires it and a pplauds 
it. Anot her is, that there is such a thine in the world 
ll 
as toleration--in religion, in politics, and such matters , 
and with it trains that already ment ioned auxiliary in I 
that toleration is admired and applauded. Out of these ' 
trunk-lies spring many branch ones : to wit , t he lie that I 
not all men are slaves; the lie that men are glad when ' 
other men s ucceed; glad when they prosper; gl ad to se e them 
reach lofty heights; sorry to see them fall a gain. And !'I 
yet another branch l ies: to wit, tha t there is hero ism I 
in man; that he is not ma inly made up of malice and 
treachery; that he is sor•:etime s not a coward; that there 
i s something about him that ouTht to be perpetuated--in 
heaven, or hell or somewhere." 
This article was written only half seriously, but in his 
11 later 
,; 
years he finds himself conf ronted by the specta cle of a 
,, 
II 
world where the strong use their strength in brutal and un-
scrupulous domination, where the weak struggle in va in.' He 
is too intelligent, he sees too clearly to join in the blind 
adulation of the successful, and he is too sympathetic to 
join in the scorn of the unsuccessful. What is man? He a sks 
.I I 
J and answers: Man is a chameleon, the creature of his environ-
'! II 
l1 ment; man is an automaton, the victim of his temperament. He I 
~ was not made for any useful purpose f or t he reason that he 
.1 hasn't served any. "For h is history in all clime s , all a ges 
and all circumstances, furnis hes oceans and continents of 
11 proof t hat of all the cr eature s that were made he is the most 
~ dete stable. Of the entire brood he is the only one--the soli-
• 
'II 
I 
I 
I 
tary one--that possesse s mal ice. That is the basest of all 
inst i ncts, pas s ions , vices--the most hateful--He is the only 
l Mark Twain' s Autobiography II, p. 8. 
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I 
I, 
Ill' creature that inflicts pain for sport--knowing it to be pain. 
,1 All creatures kill--there seem to be no exception; but of the 
I 
I whole list, man is the only one that kills for fun; he is the 
I only one that kills in malice, the only one that kills for re-
venge."l 
Man is a poor ridiculous thing , mistaken in thinking that 
his wars are j ustified. "In The Mysterious Stranger the a ge s 
are passed in review. What did pro gress amount to except 
' building deadlier and deadlier weapons ? And what had Christi-
anity, for all its boasted lip service of peace, ever done to 
arrest t his development? Satan himself was shocked a s he 
contempl at ed it: In five or six thousand years f i ve or six 
h i gh civil izations have risen, flourished, corru:nanded the won-
der of the world, then faded out and disappeared; and not one 
'i of them except the l atest ever i nvented any sweeping and 
I 
It 
II 
I 
' ade qua te way to kill people. They all did their be st-- to kill ~ 
p I 
I be i ng t he chief est ambition of the human r a ce and the earliest II 
" incident i n its history--but only the Christian civilization 
has scored a triumph to be proud of."2 He shows to the boys 
a vision of human history; t hey see Caesar i nvade Britain--
"Not that those barbarians had done him any harm, but because 
he wanted their land, and desired to confer the blessings of 
civilization upon their widows a nd orphans." "You see'', says 
1 Ibid., p. 7. 
2 Sherman, S. P., "Democracy of Mark Twain", On Contemporary 
Literature, p. 263. 
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II 
Satan, "that you have made continual progress. Cain d id his 
murder with a club; the Hebrews did their murders with javelins 
and swords; the Greeks and Romans added protective armor and 
the fine arts of military organization and generalship; the 
I Christian has added guns and gunpowder; a few centuries from 
now he will confess that without Christian civilization war 
must have remained a poor and trifling thing to the end of 
time. "l 
In talking of the new war machines Mark Twain told his. 
daughter Jean, "the i dea is that these new formidable war in-
II ventions will make war impossible by and by-:- - but I doubt it. 
1 Man was created a bloody animal and I think he will always 
thirst for blood and will manage to have it. I think he is 
II 
far and avvay the worst animal that exists: and t he only un-
tamable one." 
The Gilded Age is a spectacle for laughter. In his work 
of that name he demolishes the ideas of democracy that the sue-
cess of the strong is a benefit to the less gifted, and that 
the successful deserve recognition for their success. Human 
nature being what it is, it is possible we might eventually 
drift into mona r chy. In the last years of his life he wrote: 
l 
"It is a saddening thought but we cannot change our 
nature--we are all alike, 'Ne human beings; and in our 
blood and bone, and ineradicably, we carry the seeds out 
of' which monarchies and aristocracies are grown; worship 
of gauds, titles, distinction, power. We have to ·worship 
and envy or we cannot be content. In America we manifest 
Ibid., p. 47 . 
!I 
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!i 
this in all the ancient and customary ways. In public 
we scof f at titles and hereditary privileges but private-
ly we hanker after them. vihen we get a chance we buy 
them for cash and a daughter."l 
He believed it impossible to keep history from repeating 
II 
11 itself because man's character would make the preventing of 
,I 
the repetition impossible. Wnenever man progresses in material 
tt prosperity he thinks he has progressed, whereas he has not 
advanced at all. Nothing has progressed, whereas he has not 
advanced at all. Nothing has progressed but his circumstances; !I 
he stands just where he stood before. He is better educated 
Riches and education are not permanent. From time to time he 
mal~es what looks like a change in his character, but it isn't 
a real change; it is only transitory. CircUBstances are 
1 stronger than he and are always changing, compelling man to 
I 
1
1 modify his attitude , outlook and religion to harmonize v'ri th 
the new situation. 
' 
I. But all this disillusionment of Iv1ark Tl,vain as to· the 
natt~e of r~n was bound up inextricably with his disillusion-
ment with social institutions and concepts. He hat~d to see 
,, the growth of large capital at the expense of small capital. 
· He disliked to see the private property rights of smaller 
nations infringed upon or usurped by larger nations , and re-
sented the suffering which resulted when large capitalists 
. 1-----
1 De Voto, Bernard, Eruption of Mark ~~ain, p. 64. 
1 
It 
ll 
II 
31 
;! organizing themselves into the dictators of the nation pressed 
! the small capitalists to the wall and as in the case of the 
I fa rmer s in the West and the Filipinos in the East, employed 
/ every form of exploitation and force to extend t heir power. 
I Being a sensitive person and witness to all this, Mark Twain 
I 
j became seemingly distrustful of life and man. But, like many 
I others, he is bigger than his philosophy. He believed the 
I 
! race irretrievably bad so long as t his argument was in action ; 
but he could be thrilled by a deed of unselfish heroism. If 
~ some noble conduct were pictured t o him, his eyes -would fill 
11 with tears and he would walk the . floor, exclaiming: "Vfha t 
!noble generosity! By gosh! that's a fine man for you.ul His 
!heart could blaze with genuine emotion while his mind held to 
Ia logically formed idea. It is this fact that will not allow 
I 
Ius to become depressed by his theories. His words of condemna-
! tion ap t ly fit the world of today with its oppression, greed, 
i and hatred, but if he were liv ing now in such times as these 
I 
I 
1 he would probably say aga in, changing only a few words, as he 
I 
tl 
I 
ij 
did in The Connecticut Yankee: 
"A man is ·a man, at bottom. Whole ages of abuse -and 
oppression cannot crush the manhood clear out of him. Vfho-
ever think s it is a mistake is himself mistaken. Yes, ther -
is plenty good enough material for a republic in the most 
de graded people that ever existed--even the Russians; 
plenty of manhood in them--even the Germans--if one could 
but force it out of his timid and suspicious privacy, to 
overthrow and trample in the mud any throne that ever was 
set up and any nobility that ever supported it.u2 
-------,~-
Clemens, Clara, ~Father, Mark Twain, p. 182. 
The Connecticut Yankee, p. 301. 
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I 
Bradford sums it all up when he remarks, "No man ever more 
abused the human heart, or railed at the hollowness of hmuan 
il affection, 
ll 
i 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
l 
i 
ll 
II 
'----
and no man ever had more friends or loved more".l 
11 DeVoto, Bernard, Mark Twain's America, p. 141. 
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Chapter Two 
Mark Twain's Way of Life 
The personality of Mark Twain was developed largely by 
the West. The Western magazines and newspapers for which he 
wrote almost without exception gave him complete freedom, 
1 allowing him to develop his vigorous, dynamic spirit. He lived 
the life of the frontier to the full, and his response to his 
experience in his writings was personal and emotional. If he 
had been merely a humorist, his writings in the v\Test would mer-
it less consideration. But from the beginning Mark 1\vain was 
more than a hmaorist. He was a social satirist writing with 
a variety of effects, from burlesque to fine descriptive and 
informational articles. 
His work was American through and through. It was 
' "PJaerican in its humor, American in its slang idiom, American 
in its frontier spirit. It hugged close to the soil of its 
' native land instead of to that of the mother country. It ex-
·I 
ij 
I 
1 
pressed the barbarous, inchoate, spontaneous spirit of the 
American people instead of the refined, elegant, dignified 
spirit of the English literary code. He is as intensely and 
as typically .American as Franklin or Emerson or Hawthrone."l 
I 1 p. Calverton, V. F., The Liberation of American Literature, 32;3. 
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At the heart of Mark Twain there is a genuine gentleness, sym-
; pathy a nd kindl iness that we like to think as characteristic I -
I 
1 of the American people as a whol e. 
I For two years Mark Twain was a newspaper reporter for the 
Ter ritorial Enterprise, and, conscious of the great drama of 
! the frontier, he took an active part in the life of the Com-
/ 
stock Lode. The fundamental ba sis of the j ournalism of the 
! Enterprise was honesty and fair pl ay . The satire and irony was 
! always in the cause of justice and loyalty to ideals. Working 
I 
1 f or such a newspaper as honest and powerful as the Enter prise, 
I 
1 "Clemens developed those q_ualities which were inherent i n him. 
I 
\ It was the first real opportunity he had en joyed to express 
I 
himself f reely against sham, hypocrisy, huro.bug . He fitted 
1
easily a nd naturally into t he Ent erpri se fraternit y ."l 
The crime conditions on the Comstock furnished Mar k Twain 
imaterial for his protest against the American jury system in 
; Roughing It. It became the sub ject matter of some of his ear-
l 
1 liest social criticism. He felt that the jury system put a ban 
I 
1
upon intelligence and honesty and rewarded i gnorance, stupid-
ity, and perjury. He believed t hat the system should be al-
t ered to give men of brain s a nd honesty an eq_ual chance with 
ll fools and miscreants. In Roughing It Mark Tvvain desc r i bes the 
I 
I 
s ilver mining fever in Nevada: 
:1--
1 Benson,Joan, Mark Twain's Western Years, p . 71. 
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I 
ttLife on the m1n1ng frontier was a beggar's revel of 
potential millionaires vvi thout the price of a square meal. 
Every man believed that his little wild cat claim was as 
good as any .on the ' ma in lead' and would infallibly be 
worth a thousand dollars a foot when he got down where it 
came in solid. Poor fellow, he was blessedly blind to 
the fact that he never would see that day. So the thou-
sand wi ldcat shafts burrowed deeper into the earth day 
by day and all men were beside themselves with hope and 
happiness. How they labored, prophesied, exulted! Surely 
nothing like it was ever seen before since the world be-
gan. One would suppose that when month after month went 
by and still not a wild cat mine yielded a ton of rock 
worth crushing , the people would begin to wonder if they 
were not putting too much faith in their prospective 
riches; but there was not a thought of such a thing. They 
burrowed away, bought and sold and were happy." 
The frenz y of speculation brought pity and irony from Mark 
:
1 
~rain. The many whose mines brought little were eclipsed in 
· the popular mind by the few who amassed large fortunes over 
night. These few i nstances produced an atmosphere of optimism. 
In another place Mark '1\vain wrote: "Joy sat on every count en-
ance, and there was a glad, almost fierce intensity in every 
eye that told of the money getting schemes that were seething 
in every brain and the high hope that held sway in every heart. 
1 Money was as plenty as dust; every individual considered him-
! i self weal thy, and a melancholy countenance was nowhere to be 
1
1 seen." Then the bottom dropped out and everything and every-
i body went to destruction. "Never was the shifting society of 
I 
j
1 
the frontier more dramatically exemplified than in the mining 
1
1 corrrmunities where every sun that rose in the morning went down 
I 
on paupers enriched and rich men beggared." 
A bed of iniquity was the Barbary Coast. Here were night-
ly assembled the basest gang of criminals in the world, men and 
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women, devoid of humanity, robbing and killing for v.rhat they 
found on the persons of the ir vic tims. 
Mark Twain's life wa s conditioned by the pioneer environ-
ment a nd by the a ge of Big Business. In Andrew Carne gie we fin 
the great American theme of the poor boy rising by worth and 
perseverance to a position of wealth and honor. Like Carnegie, 
Samuel Clemens rose from a humble origin to spectacular fame. 
But unlike the steel r~ster , Clemens , while profiting from the 
Gilded Age , wrote of it with savage critic ism. 'rhrou ghou t his 
li f e 11/Iark Twain was involved in one speculative theme aft e r 
another. r he Page type setting machine was only one of his 
many projects, neither the f irst nor the l ast of his stakes in 
t he game of Big Business. 
The inimitable Eschol Sellers in the Gilded Age is t h e 
epitome of the lighthearted buoyancy of the era of crazy schemes 
Eschol lives in a world of illusions; the Vl8al th and fame which 
are always around the corner are very real to him. He has great 
faith in the country and believes that he is a partner of the 
Almighty. He exonerates himsel f of any questionable methods 
he u ses in making t lle com.munity flourish by the maxim that the 
end justifies the means. Eschol is drawn v.ri th a somewhat af-
fectionate raillery, but Senator Dillworthy is dra·wn with con-
tempt. He is a pypocrite gambling on the fut ure of t he cou ntry, 
vhile Colonel Sellers is a sin cere fanatic. 
Samuel Clemens is the son of the Gilded Age , but he is 
ot loyal to it. He sides instinctively with the underdog , but 
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I he has a tenderness for the pathetic fools of fortune. He hates 
t the sufferings, injustices, and the inequalities that cap italism 
I 
1 produces. The Connecticut Yankee is filled vvi th his sym.pathy 
I 
1with poverty as it sets forth the hard conditions of life for 
I 
the laboring and defenseless poor of England in the Middle Ages. 
The Prince and the Pauper also portrays the terrible con-
ditions of the poor when we hear a poor farmer telling his 
' story: 
"I am a yokel, once a farmer and prosperous, with 
loving wife and kids--now I am somewhat different in 
estate and calling; and the wife and kids are gone; may-
hap they are in heaven, mayhap in--in the other place, 
but the lcindly God be thanked, they bide no more in Eng-
land!" His mother was burned for a witch when someone 
she was nursing died . "I begged, from house to house--
I, and the wife,--bearing with us the hungry kids--but 
it was crime to be hungry in England so they stripped us 
and lashed us through three towns." Then his wife and 
child starved to death. "I begged again--begged for a 
crust, and got the stocks and lost an ear--see, here bides 
the stump; I begged a ga in, and here is the stUlllp of the 
other to keep me minded of it. And still I begged again, 
and was sold for a slave--here on my cheek under this 
stain, if I washed it off, ye might s ee the redS the 
branding iron left there!"l 
Although he hates poverty he understands the desire for 
1
wealth and the reverence held for a person. possessing it. "A 
' millionaire commands respect, a two-millionaire homage, a multi-
, n illionaire the deepest deeps of adoration. We all l<now that 
I 
1 feeling ; we have seen it express itself. We have noticed that 
I 
11 when the average man mentions the name of a multi-millionaire 
he does it with that mixture in his voice of awe and reverence 
The Prince and the Pauper, p. 165. 
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I 
and lust which burns in a Frenchman's eye when it falls on 
another man ' s centime.nl 
"'I'he world seems to think that the love of money is "Ameri-
can"; and that the mad desire to get suddenly rich is "American" 
:1 I believe that both of these t hings are merely and broadly 
: human, not American monopolies at all . The love of money is 
I 
1 natural to all nations, for money is a good and strong fr iend. 
j I think t hat this love has existed everywhere, ever since the 
i Bible called it the root of all evil . I think that the reason 
i 
1 why we J:...m.ericans seem to be so addicted to trying to get rich 
1 suddenly is merely because t he opportunity to make promising 
1lefforts in that direction has offered itself to us with a fre-
1 I quency out of all proportion to t he European experience. For 
eight y years t his opport unity has been offering itself in one 
I new t mvn or r egion after another . straight we s t ward, step by 
1 step all the way fr om the Atlantic coast to the Pacific."2 
I . -I Samuel and Mrs. Clemens were always privately a ssist ing 
1
worthy and ambi ti ous young people who lacked the means for help-
' l i ng t hemselves. They helped young actors t hrough dramatic 
I 
I I sc hool. ~ oung men and women were assisted through college; 
I 
among others Clemens paid the way of two colored students , one 
! through a Southern institut i on a nd another through the Yale 
I 
:Law School . Howells says, 11He was generous without stint; he 
I I ____ _ 
111 Europe and Elsewhere, nconcerning the J ew11 , p . 265. · I 
:j 2 Europe and Elsewhere, ,"What Paul Bourget Think s of Us", p.l56 , 
'I 
I 
I 
II 
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trusted without measure, but where his generosity was abused 
or his trust betrayed, he was a fire of vengeance, a consuming 
flame of suspicion that no sprinkling of cool patience from 
I 
ll others could ~uench; it had to burn itself out. He was eagerly 
~ and lavishly hospitable. His memory for f avors was as good as 
for injurie s; all that you had to do was to signify that you 
wanted his help."l 
Clara Clemens wrote, "Both Father and Mother had the ri ght 
feeling about bestowing financial help. They well realized 
, that pleasure in giving was only pos s ible if one's gift was 
unaccompanied by the least desire for gratitude or even recog-
nition in return."2 "One of Father 's most salient qualities 
I 
I 
I was his tender sympathy for some one in trouble. If on any 
I occ asion he could manage to 
hap t o something he himself 
I 
j suade him he was mistaken." 3 
trace the cause of some one ' s mis-
had done or said, no one could per-
"Even when sur rounded by comforts 
, and luxuries, he never sank into their clutches. He did not 
I 
become 'comfortable' to the detr iment of his intellect and soul. 
Howells, W. D., Mr Mark Twain, p. 69 . 
Clemens, Clara, Mr Father, Mark Twain, p. 34. 
3 Ibid., p. 6. 
; 4 Ibid. , p. 4. 
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:1 to the police station. 
I 
Overcharging by cabmen was prevalent 
at that time, but no one had bothered to do much about it. The 
cabman was convicted to extortion and deprived of his license. 
1 But in a few days he came to Mark Twain with a pitiful story 
:1 about his family who must starve because of what he had done. 
'I ] After hearing the plea Mark returned to the police station and 
,j too}c steps to retrieve hi2. license . "Diligently train your 
II ideals upward", he says, "and still upward toward a summit 
II where yon will find your chiefest pleasure in conduct which , 
'I 
:! while contenting you will be sure to confer benefits upon your 
I nei ghbor and the community" .1 
Samuel Clemens felt a war m sympathy for the poor worker 
;I 
1
1and contended that labor should have the right to organize. 
JThis ri ght was not wi dely granted in h is day. Labor unions 
I !I were new and consequently were even more questionable than they 
11 are today. Howells says that Mark was . fascinated with Bellamy's 
I 
I book Looking Backward and had Bellamy visit him. 2 He was not a 
J socialist, however, but he had a bright vision of organiz ed 
I 
I . 
labor as the only present help f or the workingman . He felt 
pleasure of the success of the Pilots' Protective Organization 
'I--
'l l Ibid. , p. 219. 
I 2 Howells Twain 
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il 
II in bringine their employers to terms. "All previously articled 
;j apprentices were now taken away from their masters and adopted 
' by the association. The president and secretary detailed them 
for service on one boat or another, as t hey chose, and changed 
them from boat to boat according to certain rules. If a pilot 
could show that he was in infirm health and needed assistance, 
one of the cubs would be ordered to go with him----the associ-
ation procured a charter and went into the insurance business 
J also . It not only insured the lives of its members, but took 
risks on steamboats. In time the association could put wages 
up to any fi gure it chose; and as long as it should be wise 
enough not to car ry the thing too far and provoke the national 
government into amending the licensing system, steamboat owners 
would have to submit, since there would be no help for it." 
He ref used to report an insolent brakeman, restrained by 
!I 
the thought that is hardly fair to expect excellent manners 
II from an employee who is paid only twenty dollars a month. 
1j In Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn expresses Mark's idea about hav-
il ing money . He tells Tom, "Being rich ain't what it's cracked 
I 
'I up to be. It's just worry and worry, and sweat and sweat, and 
1 a-wishing you was dead all the time. Tom, I woulc1n 't ever got 
into all this trouble if it hadn't been for that money; now you 
, just take my sheer of it along with your' n, and gimme a ten-
center sometimes--not many times, becuz I don't give a dern for 
R thin~ ,thout it's tollable hard to git."l 
11 
l Tom Sawyer, p. 323. 
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I 
I "In thinking of trials, and matt ers just and unjust in 
.1 general 
I and the 
he said,'The rain is famous for falling on the just 
unjust alike, but if I had the mana gement of such af-
· fairs I would rain softly and sweetly on the just, but if I 
I 
; caught a sample of the unjust outdoors I would drown him'."l 
War and Peace 
Mark Twain's reaction to war is one of intense aversion 
I 
always. Joan of Arc portrays the brutality of war, and Huckle-
' berry is sick at the sight of a feud that has been going on for 
I 
1years. His friend Buck shoots at Harney Shepherdson and Huck 
asks: 
"Did you want to kill him, Buck? " 
"Well, I bet I did." 
"What did he do to you?" 
"Him? He never done nothing to me." 
"Well, then. What did you want to kill him for?" 
"Why, nothing--only it's on account of the feud."2 
Wars are on the same principle--only 6n a larger scale. 
t11 Tolstoy was right", he exclaimed, "in calling army life a school 
II 
1 "'or murder". He was shocked b;,r the piling up of armaments and 
II 
·I 
•Q Clemens, Clara, Mil Father, Mark Twain, p. 276. 
I 
2 Huckleberry Finn, p. 149. 
I 
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l was n ot deceived by the stupid idea that the way to prevent war 
! 
is to be ready for it. He remarked that his admiration for 
I 
1 Grant was not so much for winning the war as for ending it. 
I 
I At the beginning of the Spanish American War he was very 
much i n favor of it. His sentimentalism and his hatred of 
I monarchy caused him to think it was a wise action. "I have 
I 
' never enjoyed a war even in written history--as I am enjoying 
:1 this one. For this is the wor thiest one that wa s ever fought, 
so f ar as my knowledge goes. It is a worthy thing to fi ght for 
one's freedom; it is another sight finer to fi ght for another 
man's. And I thinlr this is the first time it has been done." 
But when the war shifted to the Pacific Ocean, and the 
I • Un1ted States seized the Philippines, to Samuel Clemens it was 
base betrayal, and he realiz ed the t r uth about war. 
There was irony in Mark Twain's speech as the military ex-
penditures of the government grew greater: "When I read the 
J Russian dispatch further, my dream of world peace vanished. 
I 
1 It said that t he va st expense of maintaining the army had made 
1 it necessary to retrench, and since the government had decided 
I 
to support the army it would be necessary to withdraw the ap-
j propriation from the public schools. This is a monstrous way 
I to us---We believe that out of t he public school grows the great 
1 ness of a nation. Well, if we do, we have a curious way of 
showing it." 
"All Christendom is a soldier camp," he cried. 11 The poor 
been taxed in some nations to the starvation point to sup-
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port the giant army which Christian governments ha ve built up, 
each to pr otect itself from t h e vest of Christian brotherhood, 
and incidentally to snatch any scrap of real estate cleft ex-
posed by a weal thy ovvner. 111 With such ideas in mind, he wrote 
hi s "'Nar Prayer". 
Durin g a period of war t he people are in the church pray-
ing for victory. A stranger coEles in and sta nds by t he ministe 
He says that he is a messenger from the Most High, and he tells 
t hem what they llave really been praying--for victory and all 
it means--tearing of their soldiers to bloody shreds , shrieks 
of wounded , writhing in pain, laying waste homes, widows and 
children. They have asked all this in the spirit of lovel 
"Ye have prayed it; if ye still desire it, speak!" "It was 
believed after·ward that t he man was a luna tic, because there 
was no sense in what he said."2 
The Mysterious Stra nger is a bitter denunciation of men 
and war. Satan tells of the genesis of wars. 
"There has never been a just one , never an honorable 
one--on tl~e part of the i nstigator of the war--I can se e 
a million years ahead, and this role will never change 
in so many as half a dozen instances. The loud little 
handful--as usual-will shou t for the war. The pulpit will 
--warily and cautiously--ob ject--at first; the great big , 
dull bulk of the nation will rub its sleepy eyes and try 
to make out why there should be war, and will say earnest-
ly and indignantly, 'It is unjust and dishonorable, and 
there is no necessity for it'. Then the handful will 
shout louder. A few fair men on the other side vJill argue 
and reason against the war wi th speech and p en, and at 
first will have a hearing and be applauded; but it will 
---- -
1 De Voto, Bernard, Eruption of lV.iark Twain, p. 254. 
2 Europe ·a nd Elsewhere, "The War Prayer", p. 394 . 
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not last long; those others will outshout them, and pre-
sently the anti-war audiences will thin out and lose pop-
ularity. Before long you will see this curious thing : the 
speakers stoned from the platform, and free speech stran-
gled by hordes of furious men who in their secret hearts 
are still at one with those stoned speakers--as earlier--
but do not dare to say so. And now the "~Nhole nation--
pulpit and all--will take up the war-cry, and shout itself 
hoarse, and mob any honest man who ventures to open his 
mouth; and presently such mouths wi l l cease to open. Next 
the statesmen will i nvent cheap l ies, putting the blame 
upon the nation that is attacked, and every man will be 
glad of those conscience-soothing falsities, and will dil-
i gently study them, and refuse to exami ne any refutations 
of them; and thus he wil l by and by convi nc e himself that 
the war is just, and will thank God for the better sleep 
he enjoys after this process of grotesque self-dec eption . "l 
When asked what he would do when his country entered upon 
a war, Mark Twain answered that if he thought the war unright-
eous he would say so and decline to fi ght. He would not volun-
tarily march under this country's flag or any other when he 
judged it to be in the wrong . In his opinion he would not be 
a traitor but would be the only patriot in the whole country. 
Although he preached peace, lviark TlHain felt that perpetual 
peace could not be had . He did hope that gradually the war 
strength of Europe would be reduced to . t wenty t housand men 
properly armed. "Then we can have all the peace that is worth 
vvhile~" Peace would have to be made by compulsion. Persuasion, 
although it sounds rnuch more pleasant, vvould not work. To 
persuade the human race to peace it would have to be tamed, and 
history shows that can ' t be done. Mark proposed a reduction 
of armaments little by little on a pro rata basis by a concert 
.1 Nia sters, E . 1., Mark Twain, A Portrait, p. 228. 
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of the powers. "Can't we get four great powers to agree to re-
duce their strength ten per cent a year", he wrote to William 
T. Stead in London in 1905, "and thrash the others i nto doing 
likewise? For, of course, we cannot expect all of the powers 
to be in their ri ght mind s at one time--Fo ur is enough if they 
can be securely harnessed together. They can compel peace, and 
l peace without compulsion would be against nature and not op-
l erati ve. nl 
"The pitifulnest thing out is a mob; that is what an army 
is--a mob; they don't fi ght with courage that's born in them, 
I but with courage that's borrowed from their mass and from their 
j officers." 
1 A mob has no control over itself and lynchings are some-
1 
i times the result. After a particularly barbarous incident in 
I 
1 Missouri in 1901 l'vfurk Twain expressed himself upon the subject. 
He could hardly believe that men would actually think a lurid 
I punishnent is a more forceful object lesson than a sober and 
I colorless private hanging . People are imitators, and such a 
spectacle only l eads to another of its k ind. "Each of these 
crimes will produce another series, and year by year steadily 
increase t he tale of these disasters instead of diminishing it. 
The p eople do not en j oy the lyn chi ng a s is thought. They pre-
tend to becaus e i t would be unpopula r not to. Each man is 
I a f raid of his neighbor's disappr oval--a thing which, to the 
I 
' - - - ---1 11 Mar k Twain' s Letters, p. 673. 
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lj 
general run of the race, is more dreaded than wounds and death." 
"What is needed to stop the lynchings is a morally brave 
man t here to encourage, support, and bring to light the deep 
disapproval of lynching hidden in the secret places of its 
heart. Then those communit ie s will find somethi ng better to 
imitate--of cours e being hUJ11an, they must i mitate something . nl 
In The Connecticut Yankee Clemens describes a small m.ob of 
boys and girls tearing out of the woods scared and shrieking. 
They sour.;ht help but were too fri ght ened to tell vvhat was 
wro ng . Upon i nvestigation the trouble was revealed. They had 
hanged a little fe llow with a bark rope, and he was kicking 
and struggling in the process of choking to death. These ad-
miring little folk were imitat ing their elders. They were 
playing mob, but it turned out to be more serious than they had 
intended i t to be.2 
When l ynchings and mob violence of any k ind occur I:Jark 
Twain wonders why we send mi ssionaries to China. The Chinese 
are universally conceded to be honorable, industrious people, 
but "every convert runs a risk of catching our civilization. 
Our country is worse off than China--0 compassionate n issionary, 
leave China: Come home and convert these Christians!" 
1 Europe and Elsewhere , "The United States of Lyncherdom, 
p. 249. 
2 The Connecticut Yankee, p. 303. 
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Religion and the Church 
Mark Twain is known as being not a deeply religious man. 
He had no fault to fj_nd with personal religi on , however. It 
was the orthodox churc h in which he had no faith. He loved to 
1 see evidences of a higher life in others and adnired those 
per 2ons greatly. When he watched the hosts of men and women 
kneeling in worship before t he sun, by the shores of the Holy 
River of the Gange s, he exclaimed, "They spend ho urs like this 
!while we in .America are robbing and murdering."l 
.As a chi ld Sam Clemens was taught to believe implicitly 
l in the Bib le and the Church. Hi s mother was a strong Presby-
' j 
l terian, but she couldn't make a pious soul out of Sam. Hhen 
his conduct was very exasperating , she vvould conpel him to at-
1 
· tend the night service at church. She filled him with i deas 
I l and wi th fears which he spent vast n ental energy i n resisting. 
IHe thought a great deal about religion , as can be seen from 
lhis satires of it and the church. If the United States was a 
I i Ghr i st ian nation, Christianity wasn 't working . 
I 
In Tom Sawyer he pokes fun at the church choir and at the I I 
jpreac her. 11The choir always titter ed and vv-hispered all through 
l the service. There was once a churc h choir that was not ill-
1 
lbred, but I have for gotten where it wa s, now. The minister 
i gave out t he hymn, and . rea d it through with a relish, in a 
11___.;...-
Clemens , Clara , MY Father, Mark ~vain, p. 159. l 
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peculiar st yle vvhich was nuch admired in that part of t he coun-
try. Hi s voice began on a medium key and climbed steadil_y up 
'til it reached a certain point , where it bore with strong 
emphasis upon the topmost word and then plunged down as if f rom 
a spring-board. He was regarded as a wonderful reader. At 
church 'sociables ' he was always called upon to read poetry."l 
His hatred for the Orthodox Catholic Church is shown in 
The Connecticut Yankee. Although many priests were sincere and 
ri ght hearted and devoted to the alleviation of human suffer-
ing , j ust as many were fraud s and self seekers. The Church 
made slaves of the people, tax ing them beyond their means and 
keeping them in i gnoranc e. 
"C oncentration of povv·er i n a pol itical machine is bad ; 
and an Est ablished Church is only a political machine: it wa s 
invented for t hat; it is an enemy to human l i berty , and does 
no good wh ich it could not better do in a split-up and scat-
tered condition."2 
EveryvJhere one could see the hand of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Before the day of the supremacy of the church over the 
vvorld, men were men ancL could hold up their heads. Whatever 
greatness a person received was by achievement and not by 
birth. But the Church has convert ed a nation of men to a na-
tion of men to a nation of worms . She came to the front with 
l Tom Sawyer, p. 59. 
2 The Connecticut Yankee, p . 149. 
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an axe to grind "and she was wise and subtle, and knew more 
than one way to skin a cat--or a nation; she i nvented di-
vine ri ght of things and propped it all around, brick by 
brick , with Beatitudes-wrenching them from their r,ood pur-
pose to make them fortify an evil one; she preached (to 
the co:m_rnoner) humility, obedience to superiors , the beauty 
of self-sacrifice ; she preached (to the commoner) meekness 
under insult · preached (still to the commoner, always to 
the cornrnoner) patience, meekness of spirit, non-resistance 
under oporession; and she . introduced her i table rank and 
aristocracies, and taught all t he Chr i stian populations 
of the earth to bow down to them and worship them. .Even 
down to my birth- century t hat poison was still in the 
blood of Christendom, and. the best of England Cor'JIDoners 
was still content to see his inferiors impudently continu-
ing to hold a number of positions, such a s lordships a nd 
the throne, to which the grotesque lavvs of the country di d 
not a llow him to aspi r e; in fact, he was not merely con-
tented with this strange condition of things , he was even 
able to persuade himself that he was proud of it."l 
11ark maintains that the church takes credit for corrections 
it has had nothing to do with. The Roman Church had slaves 
and encouraged slavery. She held on to them after the Chris-
tians had freed them. "Now at last in our i mmediate day, we 
hear a Pope saying s l ave trad i ng is wrong, and we see h im send-
ing an expedition to Africa to stop it. The text s remain : it 
is the practice that has changed. Why? Because the world has 
corrected the Bible. The Church never corrects it; and also 
never fails to drop in at the tail of the procession and take 
I the credit of the correction. rr2 
We are accustomed to seeing the hand of Providence in 
everything . We have been prompt to give Providence the credit 
for our fine civilization, but we say nothing about the ages 
1 The Connecticut Yankee, p. 65 . 
1 2 Europe and Elsewhere, p. 389. 
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of neglect which preceded it. "When Providence washes one of 
his worms into the sea in a tempest, then starves him and 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
l 
freezes him on a plank for thirty-four days and finall y wrecks I 
him a gain on an uninhabited island--and is at last rescued by 
some old whisky, soaked, profane and blasphemous ihfidel of a 
tramp captain, and carried horne gratis to his friend, the worm 
for gets t hat it was Providence t hat washed him overboard, and 
only remembers that Providence rescued him---For the tough old 
shipmaster who really saved him , he damns him with faint 
II praise as 'the instrument'; his rescuer under Providence." 
i 
I 
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Mark Twain was brought up to hate Catholicism, and when 
he went to Italy, he was shocked by the sight of luxurious 
churches in t he midst of the slums. All about the great 
Jesuit Church in Italy wretchedness and poverty abounded. 
"At its doors a dozen hats and bonnets were doffed 
to us, as many heads were humbly bowed, and as many hands 
extended, appealing for pennies--appealing with foreign I 
words we could not understand, but appealing mutely , 1 
with sad eyes, and sunl:en cheeks, and ragged raiment , that , 
no words were needed to translate. Then we passed within ' 
the great doors, and it seemed that the riches of the 
world were before us! Huge columns carved out of single 
masses of marble, and inlaid from top to bottom with a 
hundred intricate fi gures wrought in costly verde antique. 
Now, where is the use of allowing all those riches to lie 
idle, while half of that community hardly lmow, from day 
to day, how they are going to keep body and soul to-
gether? And where is the wisdom in permitting hundred 
upon hundreds of milli.ons of francs to be locked up in the 
useless trumpery of churches all over Italy, and the 
people ground to death with taxation to uphold them."l 
He admired greatly the work of the real mis s ionaries, those
1 
. I 
who face hardship, poverty, and danger to extend Christianity, 
1 Innocents Abroad, p. 321 ~ ----
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but for the other kind who lived in comfort, accompanied by 
gunboats a nd protected by expeditions, he had nothing but 
contempt. rrhe Rev. Mr. Amert of the American Board of Foreign 
issions returned f"rom a trip which he made for the purpose 
of collection indemnities for damages done by the Boxers. 
There were three hundred native Christians killed, and he col-
lected three hundred taels for each of these murders. He also 
compelled full payment for all property belonging to Christians 
that was destroyed. He denied that the missionaries were 
1: vindicative and criticized the Americans. The soft hand of 
I 
I 
1: 
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American is not as good as the mailed fist of the German. 
Mark ~vain is satirical in his article To the Person Sitting 
in Darkness: 
"What we vvant of our mi ssionaries out there is, not 
that they shall merely represent in their acts and persons 
the grace a nd gentleness and charity and loving kindness 
of our religion, but that they shall also represent the 
A~erican spirit. A blasphemy so hideous and so colossal 
that, without doubt, its mate is not findable in the his-
tory of this or of any other age." 
"The Bless ings-of-Civilization Trust, wisely and 
cautiously administ ered is a Daisy. There is more money 
in it, more territory, more sovereignty, and other kinds 
of emolument, than there is in any other game that is 
played. But Christendom has been playing it badly of 
late years and must certainly suffer by it, in my opinion. 
She has been so eager to get every stake that appeared 
on the green cloth, that the People who Sit in Darkness I 
have noticed it--they have noticed it, and have begun to 
show alarm. They have becon e suspicious of the Blessings- : 
of-Civilization. More--they have begun to examine them. I 
This is not well. The Blessings-of-Civilization are all 1 
right, and a good comraercial property; there could not i 
be a better, in a dim light. In the right kind of a 
light, and at a proper distance, with the goods a little 
out of focus, they furnish this desirable exhibit to the I 
Gentlemen Who Sit in Darkness: Love, Justice, Gentleness, ! 
Christianity, Protection to the Weak, Temperance, Liberty, 
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Law and Order, Mercy, and Education." 
"When the Kaiser lost a couple of missionaries in a 
riot in Shantung, he overchar·ged for them. The Chinese 
would muse upon the event and be likely to say: 'Civili-
zation is gracious and beautiful, for such is its repu-
tat ion , but can 'Ne afford it? These a re rich Chinamen, 
perhaps they can afford it; but t his tax is not laid upon 
tllem, it is lai d upon the peasants of Shantung ; it is 
they that must pay t his might sum, and t hei r wages are 
but four cents a day. Is this a better civilizati on than 
ours, and ho lie r and hi gher and nobler? Is not this ex-
tortion? '" 
"After t he Spanish American War the Person Sitting 
in Darkness is almost sure to say: 'There is something 
curious about this--curious and unaccountable. There 
must b e t vro Americas: one that sets tbe capt i ve free, 
and one that takes a once-captive's new freedom a way from 
him, and picks a ouarrel with him with nothing to found 
it on; t hen kills him to get his land!'"l 
Duri ng Nfark Twain's life time Christian Science as a reli-
gion was a ne·w idea. Mark believed that as a science it is 
valuable, for its healing pr i n ciple possesses the same force 
now that it possessed nli llions of ye ars ago. He fe lt that 
Cllristian Science was about to e nvelop the vvorld--that it was 
going to over-ride all political parties, churches, c overnments 
and dominate mankind. Its field is limitless. ni ts clientage 
is the Hur.:Jan Race. INill it march? I think so. n2 
In The Connecticut Yankee, the Yankee started Sunday 
Schools where everybody could be any kind of a Christian he 
wished. Public rel igious teaching vms conf i ned to churches and 
Sunday Schools . None of it was permitted in the other educa-
1 Eurone and Elsev:here, "To the Person Sitting in Darkness", 
pp. 250-27~ 
2 Christian Science, p. 52. 
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tional buildings. Mark Twain believed that spiritual wants 
are as various in the htm1an family as are physical appetites 
and features. A man isn't his be s t morally unless he is 
equi pped with the rel i g ion tha t suits him as an individual. 
A united church is not a good thing for the individual. It 
is death t o human liberty and to human thought. 
Education 
Possibly no man ever had more faith in education than Mark 
1
1 Twain. 
II 
As a boy he disliked going to school, but he educated 
himself largely through wide reading . He read continuously 
II while he was on the river and in the 
1Nest. He believed that a 
i 
II 
man c ould educate himself, and when he learned that the 
passage of the copyright law might make the classics more ex-
1! pensive for persons in humble circumstances, he began to won-
1 
· der if he had made a mistake in supporting that law. 
I 
I 
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He realized, however, that a man who had gone to school was 
more likely to be better educated. "The self-made man," he 
says , "seldom knows anything accurately, and he does not know 
a tenth a s much as he could have known if he had worked under 
t eachers: and besides, he brags, and is the means of fooling 
other thoughtless people into going and doing as he himself 
I' has done." 
11 He jol;:es about the fashionable girls schools that are 
I 
schools in name only. In the American Claimant he shows his 
II 
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dislike for select colleges. "Rowena, Ivanhoe College is the 
,, 
selectest and most a r' i stocratic seat of learning for young 
Under no circumstances can a g irl get 
I ~ ladies in our country. 
II 
in there unless she is either very rich and f ashionable or can I 
I prove four gener·ations of what may be called Arn.ermobili ty. 
I Castellated college--building--to·wers and turrets and an imi-
tation moat--and everything abo ut the place out of Sir Walter 
Scott's books and redolent of royalty and state and style. " 
II He s co f fs at those who pretend to understand and e n joy the 
I Old VIasters when they know nothing about them. There is no 
irreverence in his attitu<ie toward the masterpieces of art as 
one mi ght think from The I nnocents Abroad. He cannot help 
feeling a contempt for affectat i on . He refuses to affect an 
\ 
II 
II 
, admiration for a painting or a ruin that does not seem to de-
l! 
II 
\I 
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serve the esteem in which it is ' held. 
Every-where he goes he is interested in education and the 
school. He believes that citizenship shou l d be taught i n t he 
schools. lt should be placed a bove mathematics and literature, 
for good citizenship woul d t each acc ura cy of thinking and 
accurac y of statement. He is glad when he finds prosper ous 
schools, for he realizes t hat the welfare of the nati on is 
bound up with their prosperity. 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II t . I ype of educat1on~ Mark Twain felt that the South needed a new 
II i 
' He mock ed its civilization, pointing wi t h irony t o the adver~ 
tisements of a Souther n School which boasted that it s president 
was southern by birt h, its tea chers sout hern in sentiment. 
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"Believing the southern to be t he highest type of civilization 
this continent has seen, the young ladies are trained accord-
i ng to the Southern ideas of delicacy, refinement , womanhood, 
religion, and propriety; hence we offer a first-class female 
colle ge for the South and solicit Southern patronage."l 
The romantic juvenilities of Sir 'Valter Scott still surv ive 
in the South. Scott is responsible for the " chivalry" and 
"humbugger ies" that go with it. Many of the school s are models 
II of old castles, with towers, turreted vvalls and ivy-mantled 
I porches. "By itself the imitation castle is doubtless harm-
i less, an d well enough; but as a symbol and breeder a nd sus-
tainer of maudlin Middle-Age romanticism here in t he midst of 
the plainest and sturdi est and infinitely greatest and worth-
'I iest of all the centuries t he world has se en, it is necessarily 
II 
II 
I 
r 
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a hurtful thing and a mistake ."2 
The South is too romantic and Mark Twain was afraid of ro -
mance. It throws a false light over life and instead of fac-
ing the truth lives by illusions . Progress is checked and even 
turned back. 
The Mardi-Gras is a thing which could not exist in the 
pract ical North, "for the soul of it is the romantic, not the 
~unny and the grotesque. Take away the romantic mysteries, 
the kinr,s and kn i ghts and big-sounding titles, and Mard i -Gras 
1 ll·iasters , E. L., Mark Twain, A Portrait, p. 150. 
2 Life on the Missis sippi, p. 309. 
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11 would die, down there in the South. The very featu~e that 
" keeps it alive in the South-girly-girly-romance-would kill it 
and sham chivalries of a brainless and worthless long-vanished 
society." 
Mark Twain held a great respect for women and expressed 
his regard for them. When he encountered a man who lacked res-
II 
pect, he felt that he had learned nothing about women but a 
11 good deal about men . He declares that the average woman is 
11 superior to the average man, and sees no reason why a girl 
I 
I 
'I 
'I 
I· 
l\ 
if 
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l 
should not enter the business or professional wDrld. There is 
a scene in The Gilded Age in which Ruth tells her mother she 
is go ing to study medicine. 
"Margaret Bolton almost lost for a moment her habit-
ual placidity. 'Thee, study med icine! A slight frail 
girl like thee, study medicine? Does thee think thee 
could stand it six months? And the lectures, and the dis-
secting-rooms, has thee thoucht of the dissect ing-rooms?' " 
"Mother':, said Ruth calmly, "I have thought it all 
over. I know I can go through the whole, clinics, dis-
secting-room and all. Does thee think I lack nerve? What 
is there to fear in a person dead more than in a person 
living?" 
"But thy health and strength, child; thee can never 
stand the severe application. And, besides, suppose thee_ 
does learn medicine?" 
"I will practice it." 
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"Here?" 
"Her e." 
"vlhere thee and thy family are known'?" 
"If I can get patients." 
"I hope at least, Ruth, thee will let us knmv when 
thee opens an office", said her mother, with an approach 
to sarcasm that she rarely i ndulged in, as she rose and 
left the room. 
"Ruth sat quite still for a time, viTi th face intent 
and flushed. It was out now. She had begun her open 
battle."l 
Mark became even more progressive by stating in a speech 
that he would like to see that whip-lash--the ballot, in the 
hands of wor!len. If women had the ballot, the bad state of 
affairs in pol itics would not exist, for they would vote on 
the side of morality. They would see that worthy candidates 
are set up for off ices. 
l 
"They find themselves voiceless in the making of 
laws and the election of officers to ~xecute them. Born 
with brains, born in the coun.try, educa ted, having large II 
interests at stake, they find their tongues tied and their ! 
hands fettered, while every ignorant whisky-drinking 
forei gn-born savage in the land may hold office, help to 
mal{e the laws, degrade the di gnity of the former and break 
the latter at his own sweet will." 
"The present crusade will doubtless do but little 
wor k against intemperance that will be really permanent, 
but it will do what is as much, or even more, to the pur-
po se, I think . I think it will suggest to more than one 
man that if women could vote they would vote on the side 
of morality, even if they did vote and speak rather 
frantically and furiously; and it will also suggest that 
when the women once made up their minds that it was not 
good to leave the all-povver ful 'primaries' in the hands 
of loafers, thieves, and pernic ious little politicians, 
The Gilded Age, p. 159. 
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they would not sit i ndolently at hone as their husbands 
and brothers do now, but would hoist their praying banners 
take the field in force, pray the a s sembled political ~ 
scum back to the holes and slt~s where they be long, and 
set up some candidates fit for decent human beings to vote . 
for." 
"I dearly want t he women to be raised to the politi-
cal altitude of the negro, the imported savage, and the 
pardo ned thief, and allowed to vote. It is our la s t 
chance, 1 think. 'rhe women will be voting before long , 
and then if a B. F. Butl er can still continue to lord it 
in Congress; if the highest offices in the land can still 
continue to be occupied by perjurers and ro bber; if a-
nother Congress (like the 42nd ) consisting of f ifteen 
honest men and 296 of the other kind can once more be 
created, it will at last be time, I fear, to give over 
trying to save the country by human means and appeal to 
Provide.nce. Both the great parties have failed. I wish 
we Hi ght have a woman's par ty now, and see how t hat would 
work. nl 
It is a pity that lVIark Twain 's faith in this instance was ~ 
,, not j ustified. 
For the most part . Mark Tvvain' s way of life is a knowledge 
of human actions. Tom Sawyer discovered a great law of human ,, 
I· 
I; 
II 
nature without knowL1g it when he vvhi tewashed the fence--that 
in order to make a person covet a t hing, it is only necessary 
to mak e the t hing difficult to attain. If Tom "had been a 
great and v1ise philosopher like the writer of this boolc he 
would now have comprehended that work consists of whatever a 
II ~ body is not obliged to do. There are wealthy gentlemen in 
~ngland who drive four-horse passenger-coaches t wenty or thirty 
miles on a daily line, in the surmner, because t he privilege 
costs t hem considerable money ; but if they were offered wages 
'I 
1
1
:, 1 Euro-pe and Elsewhere, "The Temperance Crusade and Women's 
Rights", PPo24-30. ,, 
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or the service, that would turn it into vwr k and then they 
would resign."l 
In Life on the Mississippi another glimpse of hur~an nature ! 
I· is given. A man who sells coffins relates how much money he 
can mal\:e by selling coffins to people who desire to have some-
t hi ng better than their neighbors. His conversation with a 
woman buying a coffin for her husband is typical: 
"This one with the white satin lining is a beauty, but I 
am afraid---well, sixty-five dollars is a rather--rather--but 
11
1 no matt er, I felt obliged to say to Mrs . O'Shaughnessy--" 
"D' ye mane to say that Bridget O'Shaughnessy bought t he 
mate to t hat joo-ul box to ship that drunken divil to Purgatory 
1 in?" 
I' II 
I' 
I 
II 
"Yes, madam." 
"Then Pat shall go to heaven in the t win to it, if it 
takes the l a st rap the O'Flahertys can raise; and moind you, 
stick on some extras, too, ap.d I'll give ye another dollar." 
Mark Twain's utterances went s ost surely to the mark . 
He is strongly against the tariff; he vehemently de f ends 
the principle of woman suffrage; he is for the union of labor; 
he hat e s war and i mperialism, and seeks justice for the negro 
and the Indian. This is Mark Twain 's way of life. 
!I 1 Tom Sawyer, p. 35. 
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Chapter Three 
J Race Tolerance 
1f A. The Negro 
!I Having been born in the Southern t own of Hannibal, Iviissou-
ri where slavery was a natural part of his life, Mark Twain was 
remarkably free from race prejudice in general. Although he 
never came out as a protagonist against slavery, his books 
clearly show his dislike for it and his high opinion of the 
'
1 black man. He would go out of his way at any time to grant a 
favor to the colored race, for he felt that the white man owed 
• the negro a debt for generations of enforced bondage. 
II Possibly his early associations with the negro had a 
II great deal to do with his regard for them. Negro boys and girlE 1 
I shared his childhood. He _p layed with them, roamed through the 
1: woods hunting pigeons and coons, and came to love them. Once 
a negro boy saved him from drowning. When a child he accepted 
slavery as a matter of course, for he tells in his autobiogra-
11 
phy that there was nothing about slavery in the Hannibal re-
gion that would arouse anyone's humane instincts to activity. 
I 
I 
11 
Slaves were treated well and cruel ties were very rare and un-
11 
I popular. "I have no recollection of ever seeing a slave auc-
tion in that time; but I am suspicious that that is because the 
thing was a corrurronplace spectacle, not an uncormnon and impres-
sive one. I remember seeing a dozen black men and children 
,I 
!I 
~ ~ 
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chained to one another, and lying in a group on the pavement 
, await i ng shipment to the Southern slave mar ket. Those were the 
saddest faces I have ever seen . Chained slaves could not have 
I~ 
I 
I 
I 
been a common sight or t h i s picture would not have made so 
strong and lasting i mpression upon me ." He goes on to say ; 
"The n i gger trader was loathed by everybody. He was 
regarded as a sort of htman devil who bought and conveyed 
poor helpless creatures to hell--for to our whites and 
blacks alike the Southern pl antation was s i mply hell; no 
mi l der name would describe it. If the threat to sell an 
i ncorr i gible slave ' down t he river' would not reform him, 
nothing would--his case wa s past cure." 
"It is commonly believed t hat an infallible effect of 
slavery was to make such as lived in its midst hard-
hearted . I think it had no such effect--speaking in gen-
eral terms. I think it stupified everybody 's humanity, 
as regarded the s lave, but stopped there. There were no 
hard-hearted people in our town--I mean there were no more 
than would be found i n any other town of the same size in 
any other country, and in my experience hard-hearted 
people are very rare everywhere ."l 
But even though there was no cruelty to the sl aves there 
was a separat i on of the races that Mark Twain describes. tt Al l 
,1 the negroes were fr iends of ·ours, and wi th those of our own 
I 
I age were, in effect comrades . I say in effect, using the phra s 
II 
as a modification. We were comrades, and yet not comrades; 
color and condition i nterposed a subtle line which both par-
II 
1 ties were conscious of and wh ich rendered complete fusio n im-
t 
I 
!I 
possible. Vle had a faithful and affectionate good friend, 
ally and ad;vi ser in ' Uncle Dan ' l ' , a n iddle-aged slave whose 
head wa s the b.est one i n the negro quart er , whose sympathies 
,1 1 Uark Twain ' s Autobiograph_z, I , p . 124. 
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were wi de and war m, and whose heart was honest and sir,1ple and 
knew no guile. He has served me well these many, many years . 
I have not seen him for more than half a century, and yet 
spiritually I have had his wel come company a good part ·of the 
I, time. nl 
lj It was this same old "Uncle Dan ' 1
11 vvho has been 
!I 
il 
pictured in so many of the book s of Samuel Clemens . He has 
been up and down the Mississippi B.iver staged under his own 
name and part of the tiae as "Jim". 
ln "Huckleberry Finn" Jir'l, the run-away negro, i s a lov-
ab le character. JJark Twain is sympathetic with his escape and 
pictures him a l vv-ays as good, kind and helpful . Jim is so un-
selfish and filled with regard for ot1ers than even Huckleberry 
~ is ashamed of himself at times . The re ade r cannot help fe e ling 
that Jim is a beloved character of Mark Twain ' s . The same 
trea tment is gi ven Old Dank and Old Jinny in The ~nerican 
r 
I 
I 
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Claimant. The old folks had been sold South , and although they 1 
were unable to do housework , Sellers tool;: them in. He had 
~ little money himself but the old negro couple were happy there, 
:I 
II 
II 
and Sellers could not put them out. He loved then even though 
~ they were useless . I t wa s on the farm that he obtained his strong lik ing for 
I! the r a ce and began to appreciate its fine ~ualities . "This 
feeling and this estimate have stood the test of sixt y years 
1 and Elore and have suffered no i mpairment . The black face i s 
I 
,. 
I 
I. 
·' ;j l Mark Twa i n ' s Autobiography I, p . 100. 
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a s welcome to me now as it was then . In my school days I had 
no aversion to s l avery . I was not aware that there was anythin 
wrong about it. No one arraigned aga i nst i t in my hearing ; the 
l ocal papers said nothing aga i nst it; the local pul pit taught 
us that God ap proved it, that it wa s t he holy t hing , and tha t 
the do ubter need only look i n t he Bible i f he wi shed to settle 
, hi s n ind--arid then the texts were read aloud to us to make the 
'I 
,, 
:1 matt er sure. In Hannibal we seldcm saw a slave mis1. s ed : on 
'I the 
II I. 
f a r m, never. "l 
There is an incident Mark Twai n tells i n 1897 which oc• 
d curred in h i s bo yhood days that influenced his idea s greatly 
~ and , as he hin se lf says, nust have meant a great deal to him 
If 
I• 
il or it would not have stayed vivid and sharp in his memory f or 
jl so many years. His family had a little s lave boy whom they 
I 
'' had hired fro m. sor;leone in Hannibal . He was from 1 aryl and and 
I had been brought from his farai ly and his friends half-way across I 
:i the .American continent and sold . 'rhe boy was cheerful , innocent 
I 
l
and gentle but very noisy~ 
1
and yelling all day long was unendurable to Mark. When on one 
His singing , whistling, laughing 
I 
11 day he lost h i s temper and asked his rc1.other to stop him, she 
!I I 
1 
said, "Poor t hing , when he sings it shows me he is not remember- .I 
i ng and that coTiforts me; but when he is still I am afraid he lj 
I 
I 
I 
I cannot bear i t . He will never see his ·is remembering , and 
I 
11
mothe r a ga in; if he can sing , I must no t hinder it but be thank-
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:: ful for it. If you were older, you would understand me ; then 
I 
that friendless child ' s noise would make you glad." This 
' simple speech went home to Mark Twain, and the noise was no lone-
ll 
er a trouble to him. His sympathy with the race had begun. 
Especially did Samuel Clemens appreciate the mus ic of the 
II. 
1: slaves . The se people could take a r11.instrel ballad or a hymn, 
·I 
,1 transmute it and make it t he ir own. The stories learned in 
Sunday School were the themes of man;T of the songs and show the 
thoughts that vvere running through their minds : I Ain ' t Got 
~ ~:::d: o T:::~ 8 H:::: -:o ;::: ::::_:::n:r::: 1~: .:• :::r: 0::::::1 e ss
II 
' Go in' to Tell God All My Troubles When I Gi t Home--The Trumpet 
l Sounds ·within My Soul. "A humble rac e, simpler than most, 
11 
more j o~rful , more bavvdy, finding express ion for a l abor and a 
II 
jl 
1: 
I! 
s orrow not now to be comprehended. The child listene~ and the 
trumpet sounded in his soul ."l 
Because of his stories of colored folk Mark Twain greatly 
11 admi red J oel Chandler Harris. 
I 
The Uncle Remus tales gave him 
I 
II 
I 
many hours of pleasure and he fre quently read them in public. 
He wrote to Harris in Atlanta expressing his deep appreciation , I 
"Unc le Remus is most deftly drawn, and is a lovable and de l ight- · 
ful creation; he, and the little boy, and their relations with 
each other, are hieh and fine literature and worthy to live, 
for the ir own sal::es ". Harris replied, "You have pinned a proud 
1 De Voto, Bernard, Mark Twain's .America, p. 39. 
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!I 
!I 
il feat her in Uncle Remus's cap. I do not know what higher honor 
1 
he could have than to appear before the Hartford public arm in 
1
,,. 
arm with Mark Twai~".l 
~ In his books the negro is consistently a nobl~ character. 
I 
11 1Ni th the exception of Uncle Tom's Cabin, the institution of 
~~ slavery had little place in An1erican fiction up to this time. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
il 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
'I 
In The Connecticut Yankee Clemens makes several thrusts at the 
i nstitution of slavery, expressing his deep hatred for it. He 
described vividly the lashing of one of the slaves and the re-
action of the onlookers: 
1 
"All our pilgrims loolced on and commented on the ex-
pert 1.rvay in whi ch the whip was handled. They vvere too 
much hardened by life--long every-day familiarity with 
slavery to notice that there was anything else in the ex-
hibition that invited comment. This was what slavery 
could do, in the way of ossifying what one may call the 
superior lobe of human feeling ; for these pilgrims were 
kind-hearted people, and they would not have allowed that 
man t o treat a horse like that. 
I wanted to stop the whole thing and set t he slaves 
free, but that would not do. I must not interfere too 
much and get myself a name for riding over the c ountry 's 
laws and the citizen's rights rough-shod. If I lived and 
pro spered I would be the death of slavery, that I was 
resolved upon; but I would try to fix it so that when I 
became its executioner it should be by command of the 
nation. The scene of the parting of husband, wife, and 1 
child iE pathetic. And the husband and father, with his j 
wi fe and child gone, never to be seen by him again in life': 
Well, the look of him one might not bear at all, and so I 
turned away; but I knew I should never get his picture 
out of my c ind again, and there it i s to this day, to 
wring my heart-string when I think of it."2 
He is speaking of the rights of slaves in the South when 
1: 2 
Mark ~~ain's Letters, p. 401. 
The Connecticut Yankee, p. 188. 
I 
I 
I 
!I 
I 
., 
'I il he writes of the slaves in England a t the time of King Arthur. 
"A mast er :mi ght kill his slave for nothing: for mere spite, 
II 
,, malice, or to pass away the time--just as we have seen that 
I! 1 the crowned hea d could do it w th his slave, that is to Sr y, 
11 anybody.:.-anybody could kill sor·1ebody, except the commoner . and I 
II 
li 
I 
the slave: they had no privileges. If they k illed it was 
murder, and the l aw wouldn't stand murder." "To kill the page 
wa s no crime--it was her (Morgan Le Fay's) right; and upon her 
ri ght she stood, serenely and unconscious of offense. She was 
a result of generations of training in the unexamined and un-
assailed belief that the l aw which permitted her to k i ll a 
subject when she chose was a perfectly right a nd righteous 
one." The power of a master to do as he willed with a slave 
was un j ust and opposed to all of Mark Twain's consciousness of 
humanity and the rights of an i ndividual. His sympathy was al-
ways for the person who was n i s t reated. 
Probabl y no person ever dealt more justly with the 
colored race than did Mar k Twa in in Pudd'nhead Wilson . In t h is 
book he mercilessly revealed its f aults but dealt with it with 
I great understanding and a total lack of racial superiority. I 
'I 
!i 
II 
I 
i 
lj 
The i nstitution of slavery wi th all of its evils is the very 
heart of the story , and he develops a theme tabooed in nine-
teenth c entury literature, miscegenation. In Roxy ex ist the 
experience and feeling of all slaves. "Was she bad? Was she 
wor s e than the general run of her race? No. They had an un-
fair show in the battle of lif e, and they held it no sin to 
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take military advantage of the enemy--in a small way; in a 
small way, but not in a large one. They would smouch pro-
visions from the pantry whenever t hey got a chance; or a brass 
thimble, or a cak e of wax--perfectly sure that in taking this 
trifle from the man who daily robbed him of an i nestimable trea-
sure--their l iberty- -they were not committing any sin that God 
would remember aga i nst them in the Last Great Day. nl Such a I 
I 
great crime has been comaitted against the negro that the petty ! 
wrongs he ha s done can be ea s ily understood. 1 
Roxy is a mulatto with t wo children. The father of one of 
the chil dren, Valet de Chambre, was a whi te man, one of the 
wealthiest men in the community; therefore Chambres had good 
' food and warm clothes while the little negro Tom wore his more 
fortunate brothers worn-out clothes, his 'holy' red mittens, 
and pants 'holy' at the knees and seat. He was compelled to 
t ake cuffings, drag the sleds but never ride himself, to be a 
target for snowballing, but the target couldn't fire back. Tom 
expresses the pathetic thought: "~Vhy vvere ni ggers and whites 
' 
made? What crime did the uncreated first nigger commi t that 
the curse of birth was decreed for him? And why is this awful 
differe nce rnade . between white and black"?2 
Roxana, feeling the burden that is to be put upon Tom as 
a slave changes him in his cradle with Chambres, and the two 
1 Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 27. 
2 Ibid. , p. 89. 
II' I boys exchange their station in l ife, 
jl and the situation has been discovered, the real heir finds 
After they are grovm men 
I 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
II 
himself rich and free but in a most embarrassing situation . I I 
I 
"He could neither read nor write, and his speech was the basest j 
I 
dialect of the negro quarter. His gait, his attitude, his - ! 
gestures, his bearing, his laugh--all were vulgar and uncouth; I 
I Money and fine clothe ] 
could not mend these defects or cover them up; they only made l1 
his manners were the manners of a slave. 
him the more glaring and the more pathetic. The poor fellow I 
could not endure the terrors of the white man's parlor and 
felt at home and at pe ace nowhere but in the kitchen. "l Vihen I 
the tragedy is more clearly revealed ! the situation is reversed, 
I 
Roxy tells Tom of hi s ancestry of which she is proud. 
"You ain ' t got no 'casion to be shame o ' yo ' father, I kiri 
tell you. He wuz the highest quality in dis whole town--ole 
I Virginny stock; fust famblies, he wuz ' . 
I 
With a prouder air, 
"Does you memb er Gunnel Cecil Burleigh l!:ssex dat died de same 
·I 
year yo' young marse Tom Driscoll's pappy died, en all de 
rviasons en Odd .l!'ellow en Churches turned out en give him de 
bigges' funer·al dis town ever seed? 
I, 
' 
II 
Dat's de man." This in-
terbreeding is one of the great crimes of slavery. The in-
stitution breeds evils of many kinds. It caused Tom in his 
11 desperation to sell his own mother 'down the river ' in order 
II to make money when he knew that 'Nas the worst place for a 
I! 
,I 1 Ibid., p. 224. 
I; 
I 
I 
I 
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slave. Upon her return Roxana tells her son of her servitude 
'down river': 
"Da t man da t bou ght me ain't a bad man: he's good 
enough , as planters goes; en if he could 'a bad his way 
I'd a be'n a house servant in his fambly en be'n com-
fortable, but his ·wife she was a Yank, en not ri ght dovm 
good lookin', en she riz up agin me straight off; so den 
dey sent me out to do quarter ' mongst de common fiel' 
han's. Many's de lashin's I got 'ca'se I couldn't come 
up to de work o' de stronge s'. Dat overseer wuz a Yank, 
too, outen New Englan', en anybody down South kin tell 
you what dat mean. Dey knows how to work a nigger to 
death, en dey knovm how to whale 'em, too--wr.ale 'em till 
de;y bacl\:s is welted like a washboard. nl 
Roxana was willing to s a crifice herself as v1ell a s every-
. \ 
thing she had in order to save her son from the horrors of 
slavery whe re he was not even a human being. The satire of 
Clemens may be seen in his description of the punishment of 
Tom. "Everybody granted that if Tom we re white and free it 
would be unquestionably ri ght to punish him--it would be no los 
to anybody; but to shut up a valuable slave for life--tbat was 
quite another matter."2 
When Roxy learns that her son has disgraced his father by 
shunning a duel with Luigi she shov,rs her disgust, "En you re-
fuse to fi ght a man dat kicked you, 'stid of jumping at de 
chance! En you ain't got no mo' feelin' den to come en tell me 
dat fetched such a po' low down ornery rabbit into de worl ' ! 
Poh! it makes me sick! It's de nigger in you, dat's vvhat it 
is. Thirty-one parts o' you is white, en on'ly one part nigger 
1 Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 169. 
2 Ibid., p. 225. 
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en dat po ' little part is yo ' soul. 'Tain't worth saving, 
tai n 't wuth totin' out on a shovel en throwin' in de, gutter."l 
In such passages as this Mark Twain profoundly expresses 
the complexity of slavery. 
In Huckleberry Finn, Huck tells Aunt Sally, about a steam-
boat accident: 
"Good gracious! Anybody hurt?" 
"No'm. Killed a nigger." 
"\Nell, it's lucky ; because sonetime s people do get hurt. " 
What else could be said against slavery after such an in-
cident? Such a t h i ng ran counter to t he sililple principles of 
J right and wrong , of equality and fairness on which his phi l oso -
1 
I. 
II 
'I 
J 
II 
I 
I' 
.I 
I 
I 
phy of life was based. Samuel Clemens felt himself responsible 
for the wrong which the white race had done the black r ac e in 
slavery and tried all his life to do his part in reparation. 
One of his greatest pleasures was in paying the way of a negro 
student through Yale University, for he realized the great need 
of educating the race. He greatly admired Booker T. Washington I 
and f elt that this man was doing a great wo r k for his people. 
In January, 1906 Mark Twain went to a meeting in Carnegie Hall 
in New York Gity in the interest of Booker T. Wa shington's 
Tush:::e gee Institute. Clemens praises Vvashington highly. "A 
most remar kable man is Bool<;:er lv'ashington. And he is a fervent 
and effective speaker on the platform.---I have met him a num-
I l Ibid.' p. 123. 
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I! 
_ ~ ber of times and he always impresses me pleasantly."! 
II I It pleased him to see an educated negro even in another 
co unt r y. He regretted, however, tha t t he negroes in America 
were not given more advantages. In lnnocents Abroad he tells 
of a gui de t he travelers had who };:new more than the others. 
He had cm:1e from South Carolina of slave parents who brought 
him to Ven i ce when he w8.s an infant. This negro had grown up 
I in Venice, had become vvell educated, reading, writing and 
I speak ing English, Italian, Spanish and ]~ench with perfect 
,I 
I 
I 
Li cility. He is a worshiper of art and thoroughly conversant 
with it; knows the history of Venice by heart and never tires 
of t a l k ing of her illustri ou s career. He dresses better than 
any of us , I think, and is daintily polite. Ne groe~f are deemed 
a s good as white peo ple in Venice and so this man feels no de-
sire to go back to his native l a nd. His judgment is corr ect."2 
Viilliam Dean Howells said of Mark Twain: "I never saw a 
man more rega rdful of negroes. He had a yellow butler when I 
first began to know him because he sa i d he could not bea r to 
order a vvhi te nan ab out, but the terms of h is ordering Geo rge 
were those of the softe st entreaty wh ich con:J:aand ever v10re. No 
man more perf ectly sensed and more entirely abhorred slavery , 
a nd no on e ha s ever po ured s uch scorn upon the secon d-hand, 
VIal ter-Scotticized, pseudo-chivalry of the Sout hern ideal. n3 
I!Iark Twain's Autobio graphy II, p. 1. 
I nnocents Abro ad, p . 308. 
i 3 Howells , H . D. , M Mar k Twain 
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Whenever he had t he opportunity he would speak at a 
colored church. In February, 1881 he \\T ote to Hovve lls: "On 
the evening of March tent h I am going to read· to t he colored 
folk in t he Afri can Church here (no whites a drL.i tted except 
such as I bring with me ) and a choir of co lored f olk will sing 
jubilee songs .---I r ead in Twichell's Chape l Fri day night and 
had a raost rattling high time , but t he thing that went bes t of 
all was Uncle :rtemus's •rar Baby . I mean to try that on my dusky 
audience. They 've all heard that tale f rom chi ldhood--at 
least the Older Itl8Irl.bel~S have • ul 
Often he would refuse to s peak for a white congregation 
but i miJ.ediately afterward would accept t he i nvitation to a 
colored church . Once in Elmira he received a request, poorly 
and none · too politely phrased , to speak for one of t he church~ , . 
es. He was · annoyed and ready to send a brief refusal vd1en :Wirs. 
Clemens ·who was present said , "I think I know that chur ch, and 
if so this preache r is a colored man; he do es not know how t o 
wr ite a polished l etter--how should he?" He r husband' s manner 
changed so suddenly that she added: "I will gi ve you a motto, 
and it wi l l be use f ul to you if you vrill adopt it: Consider 
every man co l ored until he is pr oved white."l 
1 Mark Twain ' s Letters , p. 394. 
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B. The Jew 
Just as the oppression of t he negro aroused t he sympathy 
of Mark Twain, t he unfairness dealt to the Jews concerned him. 
He co nsistently admired the Jews and considered them one of 
t :Le most gifted races in tlie world. "His contributions to the 
world's lists of great nan~s in literature, science, art, 
music, fi nance, medic lne, and abstruse learning are also a\vay 
out of proportion to the weakness of his numbers. He has 
made a marvelous fi ght in this ·world, in all the a ges; and 
has done it wi tb. t lis hands tied be bind him . He could be vain 
of himself, and be excused for it . ul 
In his essay "Concerning the Jews", Twain states that in 
all countries from the da·wn of history the Jew has been per-
sistently and implacably :bated and with fre quency persecuted. 
This persecution of the Jews antidates Christianity and was 
not born of Christianity. He feels convinced that the cruci-
fixion has had much to do with the world's attitude toward the 
Jew. It is because the race as a whole is more successful in 
monetary matters that he is often ostracized. "The Jev:s are 
harried and obstructed in Austria and Germany, and lately in 
France; but England and America give them open field and yet 
survive." 
"I am persuaded t ha t in Russia, Austria, and Ger-
many nine-tenths of t t e hostility to the Jew con~s from 
the average Christian's inability to compete success-
fully with the average Jew in business in either straight 
1 Literary Essays, "Concerning the J ev·s", p. 273. 
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business, or the questionable so r t. 
In Berlin, a few years a go, I read a spe ech which 
fran};:l y ur ged the expulsion of the Jevvs from Germany; 
and the a gita tor's reason vra s as f r ank as t is proposition 
It wa s t his : that 85 pe r cent of the success f ul lawye rs 
of Berlin were Jews, and that about t he same percent age 
of t he great lucrative businesses of all sorts in Germany 
were in the hands of the Jewish race~ 
With most people, of a ne cessity brea d and mea t take 
f irst rank , reli gion s e cond ! I am convinced that the 
persecution of t he Jew is not due i n any large degre e to 
relig ious prej ud ice. 
r he Jew is a money - getter ; and in ge tting his money 
he is a very serious obstruction to les s capable ne i gh-
bors vvho are on the same ques t. In estimating wo rldly 
va lue s t he Jew is no t shallow, but deep. ·with prec ocious 
vdsdom he found out in t he morning of time : that all 
men v.rors hip money, so he made it t he aim and end of his 
life to ge t it. 
The cost tci him has been heavy: hi s su ccess had 
made t he whole human race his enemy--but it tas pa id, f or 
it has brought hi m envy , and tha t is the onl y thing which 
men will sell both soul and body to get. nl · 
Mark Twain realizes that there are both s i des to the Jew. 
The Jew is a good and orderly citizen, quiet, pea ceabl e , in-
dustrious, una ddicted to high crimes. His family lif e is a-
bove reproach; he is not a be ggar; tha t t he J ew has alvuys 
be en benevolent. "Suf fering can always move a J s ·w' s heart and 
t ?..x his pocket to the limit."2 But he has some discreditable 
ways, t hough he has not a monopoly of them, because h e cannot 
get entirely ri d of vexatious Christian competition. 
In regard to t he Jews Ma r k Twain wonders what has become 
of t he golden r ule in this world v.'here Crll' i s tians speak of 
1 Ibid., p. 250. 
2 Mark Twain's Autobio gra phy I. p. 294. 
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doing to others as t hey v:JO ul d have it done to them. The gold-
en rule exists, says Mark; "it co ntinues to spa r kl e , a nd is 
well t aken care of. It is Exhibit A in t he church 's assets, 
and we pull it out every Sunday and give it an a iring . It is 
strictly religious furniture, like an acolyte, or a contribu-
tion-plate , or any of those things. It has never been in-
truded into business; and Jewish _persecution is not a r eli-
gious passion , it is a business passion."l 
Amer ica as a whole is k i nd to the Jew and if Twain were 
an Italian speaking of Amer ica he would say: "Jews, there, 
are t r eated just like human bei ngs, instead of do gs. They 
can V'Ork at a ny business they please; they can sell brand new 
goods if t hey want to; : they can keep drugstore s ; t he y can 
practice medicine among Chri s tia ns; t hey can even shake l'£nds 
with Christians if they choose; they can associate with them, 
just as one human being does vdth another human being; they 
don't have to stay shut up in one corner of the town; they 
can live in any part of the town they like best."2 
This tolerance for all races is based ur)on :W.tark Twain's 
love for humanity and the res pect for t he i ndividual even 
thou gh he does say he can stand a ny society. All he cares to 
know is that a man is a human being . He can't be any worse. 
1 Literary Essays,"Concerning t he Jews", p. 276. 
2 Innocents Abroad, p. 343. 
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Chapter Four 
The Democracy of Mark Twain 
"No American writ er has ever enjoyed a more purely demo -
cratic reputation than Mark Twain." Characters such as Tom 
SaV~.ryer and Huckleberry Finn are clo se to the hearts of t he 
people. They are the spirit of boyhood and youth, of energy 
and rough adventure, richly provincial an d spontaneous. Mark 
Twain was a self-made man, Darn in the West where democracy 
has a strong foothold. The common man had fled ·westward . The 
rivers were the highways , and they he lpe d to form the demo-
cracy of Mark Twain. On the river was every type of human 
being. Here came the farmers, the homesteaders, the miners, 
and t he gamblers. All the world moved down the Mississippi 
River, and Mark Twain in his later years said that in all his 
travels he t.:.ad met no one v.thom he had not s een before on the 
river. He was a man of the peo ple. At va rious times and 
places he w~s a pilot, printer, editor, report er , mi ner , 
lecturer, author and publisher . But dur i ng the first part of 
hi s life he went most freel y with "powerful uneducated persons, 
and vdth the you ng , and v.-it h the mothers of families." He 
knew democracy from experience . In his Autobiography he says, 
"In the small town of Hannibal, Missouri, where I was a boy, 
everybody wa s poor , but d idn't knov1 it; and everybody vvas com-
fortable, and did know it. And there were gr ades of society--
people of good fami l y , people of unclassed family, pe ople of 
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no family. Everybody kne w everybody, a nd was affable to eve 
body, a nd nobody put on any visi ble air: ye t the class lines 
were quite clea:rly drawn and t he fami liar social l i fe of each 
class vvas restricted to t hat clas s. It was a little derilocra cy 
which was full of liberty , equality , and fourth of July and 
sincerely so, too, ye t y ou perceived that the aristocratic 
taint was there. It was there, and no body f ound f a ult v.:i th 
the fact, or ever stopped to reflect that its presence wa s an 
i nconsistency."l 
The books of Mark Twain r.epresent to a great degree the 
experience of Amer ica struggling with democracy. "His mind 
Yas formed in the experience that assumed demo cracy; his life 
Iiva s almost exactly coextensive with the seventy-five years of 
democratic experiment; his books conta in a judgment on the 
collision between demo cratic i deal and democratic reality. So 
far as this identif icati on is valid, they represent Arrte rican 
experience repudiating its assumptions of democracy."2 
In the early part of his life Mark Twain had great faith 
i n the democratic i deal. He believed t ha t it wa s possible to 
wi pe out class distinction and s ocial evils. But as he grew 
older he realized t hat social problems cannot be settled in a 
few years and perhap s never at all. 
Tlivain had lived in the We s t as a new spaperman and as a 
miner, and had lived i n the Ea s t as a printer and writer. His 
1 Autobio graphy of Mark Twain, p. 120. 
2 DeVoto Bernard Mark Twain's Ameri ca 
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travels to England and to Europe l e d him still furt he r to be-
lieve in the democratic ideal, althou gh he was already per-
:rn.ea ted with the sentiment of democratic society. He was en-
thusiastic over the French Revolution, and even dei'ended the 
Reign of Terror because it v;as in the spirit of democracy. 
His condemnation of the influence of Sir Walter Scott was 
originated by his democratic spirit. 
"Against the crimes of t he French Revolution and of 
Bona parte may be set t wo c ompensating benefactions: the 
Revolution broke t he chains of t he "ancien re gi me" and 
of t he Church, and made a nation of' abject ~laves a na-
tion of f reemen; and Bo naparte instituted t he setting of 
merit above birth, and also so completely str·ipped the 
divinity from royalty that, v'rhereas crowned heads in 
Eur ope were gods before, they are only men since, and can 
never be gods agaj_n, but only figure-r~eads, an d answ~r­
able for their act's like common clay. Such benefactions 
as these compensate the temporary harm which Bonaparte 
a nd the Revolution did, and leave the world in debt to 
t hem for ttese great a nd permanent services to liberty, 
hurnanity, a nd progress. 
Then comes Sir Watler Scott with his enchant ments, 
and by his single mi ght checks t h is wave of pro gress, 
and' even turns it back; sets the world in love with dreamE 
and phantoRs; with decayed and de graded systems of gov-
ernment; v\' ith the silline ss and emptiness, sham granduers, 
. sr..am ' gauds and sham chivalries of a brainless and worth-
less long-vanished society. It was Sir 'Nalter tba t made 
every gentleman in the South a major or a colonel, or a 
general or a judge, before the war; and it was he, also, 
that made t he s e gentlemen value the bo gus decorations. 
For it was he t hat created rank and caste down t here, and 
alsd reverence for rank and caste, and pride and pleasure 
in them. ttl 
I ' 
Mark Twain's re gard fo r .·t he social c on tract · is clearly 
exemplifie d in ·Pudd 'nhead Wil son. Pudd' nhe,ad' s remark about 
1 Life on the Mississippi, p. 374 ~ 
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a dog caused hin~ to lose h is reputati on a s a lawyer and earned 
f or him hi s nickname . "I wi shed I owned half of that do e; ," 
said Wils on . "Why?" so mebody asked .. "Because I would kill 
my half." The remark was i ncompre hensible to the bystanders. 
It was a symbol of democracy t hat vvas to o intelligently ex-
pressed for them to understand. They i mmed iately f·e ll into a 
<l i s cussi on of how one-half of the dog could be killed without 
injury to the other half. Tha t is one of the problems of 
democ r acy . S . P. Sherman states that Wilson's i mplications 
were both sirnp ler and deeper tban that. In not mole sting a-
nothe r man's dog he showed the American reverence fo r ·property. 
By desiring to own only half t he dog he i ndicated t he American 
desire to be moderately we ll-to:..do. In saying that he vrould 
kil l h i s hal f he expressed his sacred and i nalienabl e right 
to dispose of his own property a s he chose while at the same 
time he recognizes his neighbor's sacred and inalienable right 
to let hi s half of the property howl. This is lvJar k Twai n 's 
vievv of the democratic Ameri ca he loves. He sensed in demo-
cracy of the frontier form t he distinquished characteristic 
of America. He r ealized t tat it \-vas democracy that r a n 
t hr ough t he whole course of Amer ican life, permeating econom-
ics, politics, and scie nce. He accept ed democracy a s a living 
faith rat her than a political fo rm only. He extolled America 
becaus e it was democratic rat:ter than aristocratic in charac-
t er. He neve r fail ed to a nnou nce h is Americanism upon eve r y 
possible occasion. He hat ed the power resident i n monarchies 
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and aristo.cracie s. He felt t he splend or of the English mon-
archy at tilr..es and "gloried i n that figurative poetry by which 
the ki ng was phrased as the majesty of England ", but Clemens 
was always unfalteringly a re publican . 
The Connecticut Yanke e mi ght be terre d an object lesson 
in demo cra cy. It holds Mark Twain's contempt f or monarchy and 
even t hough the scene is laid in King Arthur's time, : t he same 
principles are confronted today. Mark Twain is proud of our 
republic, but he is not content with it. There are passages 
i n which we see t hat the noble of Arthur 's day who lived on 
the blood a nd sweat of his bo ndmen is one with the capitalist 
of Mar};: Twain 's day who grows rich on the labor of his under-
paid orlrnen. "Our civilization s ees i tself mirrored in t he 
cruel barbarism of the past, the same in principle and only 
sof tened i n custom." We realize t ha t even in our democracy 
the lav.'s are still mde f or the few i nstead of for t he many, 
and t t.a t the preservation of t hi ngs, not men, is the i deal of 
l egi s lation. 
He wrote to Me ssrs. Chatto a nd VHndus in London: 
"I wanted to say a Yankee mechanic's say a gainst 
monarchy and its several natural props, and yet make a 
book which you wou ld be willing to print exact l y as it 
come s to you, without altering a word." 
"We are spoken of (by Englishmen) as a t hin-skinned 
peo ple. It is you who are t :t. in-skinned. An Englishman 
may write vYi th t he most brutal frankness a bout any man 
or i nstitution, among us and we r e -publish him without 
dreaming of altering a line or a v:ord. B ut England 
cannot stand t hat kind of a book written about herse lf. 
It is England that is thin-skinned. It ca useth me to 
smile when I read the modi:ticat ions of my language v.rh ich 
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have been made in my Engli sh editions to fit tt em for the 
sensitive English palate."l 
When Samuel Clemens vrent a broad he sneered at the idola-
try of t he Old vvhich dominated Euro pean civilization. His 
dislike f or European art was f ounded upon his demo cra tic be-
lief. He thought that t he Old Masters were beautiful, but 
they carried such eviden ces of the cringing spirit of those 
great men t ha t he f ou nd little pleasure in examing them. Thei 
adulation of princely patron s wa s more pron inent to him than 
t:t1e color and t h e exp ression of the pictures. Raphael pic-
tured Catherine and Marie de Medici s eated in heave n conversin~ 
familiarly with The Virgi n Ma ry a nd t he Angels. It is such 
treatment as t his t hat cause s him to be prejudiced a ga i nst the 
Old Mast ers. He protests a gai nst the grovell ing spi r it that 
could persuade those roa sters t o prostitute t heir noble talents 
to the a dulati on of such "monsters" as the Fre nch, Venetian, 
and Florentine prin ces of t wo and t hr e e hundred years a go. 
He f elt that when a peo ple allowe d a mona r chy to exist 
they were in t he vvrong as much as the r ule r. As Tracy says 
in The Ame rican Claimant: "You have no blame for the lucky 
few who naturally decline to vacate the pleasant ne st they 
were born into. You only despise the all-pOV'rerful and stupid 
mass of t Le nation for allowing the nes t to exist." Unlimited 
power would be t he i deal thing if it were in safe hand s. The 
despotism of heaven, he says in The Connecticut Yankee, is the 
1 Mark Twain 's Letters, p . 524. 
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one abso lutely perfect government. If the co nditions on earth 
were t h e same as the conditi ons i n heaven, the despot a per-
f eet i nd ividual, with a pe r pe tu a l lease on life , an earthly 
despot ism is the worst form of government that i s possi ble. 
Twain~ was in favor of a Russian Revolution to demolish 
the t hr one in Russia . Oppr ession stirred him to violence, 
and he wr ote to the editor of a Rus sian paper i n 1890: 
"I now perceive v:hy all men are the deadly and un-
compromising enemies of the rattlesnake: it is mere ly 
because the rattlesnake has not speech. :Monarchy has 
speech, and by it has been able to persuade men tbat it 
differs son ehow from the rattlesnake, has soTue thing 
valuable about it somewhere---It seems a most strange de-
lusion and not reconcila ble with out superstition that 
man is a reasoning being . "1 -
A monarchy makes slaves of its people just as the negroes 
were slaves. It was the same democratic spirit tt.at made 
Mark Twain conscious tha t slavery v,;as a bald and unwarrantable 
usurpation. As a rule the negro slaves wereo content. So, 
doubtle ss, are the mare intelligent slaves of a monarchy, he 
believes. They revere and ap prove t he ir masters, t he monarch 
and the noble, and recogni ze no de gradation in the fact that 
they are slaves. But this k ind of slavery is even more base 
than to be a slave by compulsion. 
In The Connecticut Yankee t he lives of the "freemen " are 
described. They were small independent farmers, but they . 
couldn't leave the estates of their lord vdthout his permis..;. 
sion. They could not prepar e their own bread, but must have 
1 Mark Twain's Letters, p. 534. 
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their corn ground and their br ead baked at l1is mill and his 
bakery, pa yi ng large sums for the privile ge. Of cours e there 
were high taxes, but if t h e free men f o und h i s life endurable 
under such conditions and took his own lif e, the church con-
deEmed him to etel~nal f ire, all of his property was confis-
cated, and h is ~idow and his orphans wer~ turned out of doors. 
When t he king dressed as a tramp to visit his subjects 
unawares and was sold into slavery for s even dollar s, the 
Yankee observed: 
"There is nothing diviner about a k i ng t han a tramp 
after all. He is just a cheap a nd hollow arti f iciality 
when you don't know he is a k ing . But reveal h is quality, 
and dear me it takes your very breath awa y to look at 
him. I reckon we a r e fools . I had to t hrow conscience 
aside and brazenly concede that he ought to have brought 
t we nty-f ive dollars ; whereas I was quite v.rell av.are that 
in al l the a ge s, the world had never seen a king that 
was worth tJB.lf the money, and during the ne xt t hirteen 
centuries wouldn't s ee one ttJB. t was vrorth half the money, 
and during the next t h irteen centuries wouldn't s e e one 
that was worth the fourth of it."l 
"If you were to strip the nation naked and send a stranger 
through the crowd, he couldn't tell a king from a quack doctor, 
nor a duke from a hotel clerk."2 
Mark maintains that men may vrrite fine and plcmsible 
argument s in support of monarchy, but the fact rema ins that 
where every man in a state has a vote, brutal laws are im-
possible. Even t he best - governed and r1ost f ree and r,lost en-
lightened monarchy is behind the best co nditions attainable by 
1 The Connecticut Yankee, p . 352 . 
2 Ibid., p. 157. 
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its peo ple. The mastel~ minds of .. all nations, he s a ys, have 
sprung in affluent multi t ude from the mass of the nation--not 
from its privileged classes. The bulk of the ability of a 
nation is in the long ranks of its name le s s and its poor; 
there fore there is no reason to say t hat a nation has not t he 
L~terial in abundance to govern itself. The American dream 
was begun by "the very people of all· the people in the world 
whom I would have chosen: a hundre d men of my ovm ·class--
grimy sons of labor, the real builders of empires and civili-
zation, the stevedores." 11ark Twain was a grimy son of labor 
who ha d been made a doctor of letters by the greatest univer-
sity in the world and who had come to associate with those 
other grimy laborers, John D. Roc kefeller, the richest man in 
the world , Andrew Carne gie, the greatest philanthropist , and 
Theo dore Roosevelt, the Pre s i dent of the United States.l 
Mark Twain's mothe r was proud of her ance stor s, but her 
son argued t hat even though the Lambtons, now Earls of Du'nham, 
had occupied the family lands for nine hundred years, there 
w-as no particular merit in ·o ccupyi ng a piece of land for nine 
hundred y ears with the assistan ce of entail. "Anybody could 
do it with i ntellect or without; t herefore t he entail was the 
t hing to be proud of, just the entail and noth ing else; con-
sequently, she was me-rely descended i' rom an entail, and she 
mi ght as well be proud of being descended f rom a mortgage ."2 
1 DeVoto, Bernard, The Eruption of Mark Twain, XXIV. 
2 Mark Tvvain's Autobiography, I, p. 120. 
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His oirm ancestry vms quite a dif f erent and superior thing, 
however, because it had the addition of an ancestor '~.rho did 
someth ine; . He was a member of the . court that tried Charles I 
and delivered him over to the executioner. Mark had a great 
respect for him because he did what he could toward reducing 
the list of crovmed shams of his day. 
When the Brazilian monarchy crumbled, Ma r k Twain was over-
j oyed. He wrote to Sylvester Baxter of The Boston Herald in 
1899: 
"Another throne has gone down, and I swim in oceans 
of satisfaction. I wish I might live fifty years longer; 
I believe I should s ee t he throned of Europe selling at 
auction for old iron. I believe I should really see t he 
end of •Nhat is surely the grotesquest of al l the swindles 
ever i nvented by man--monarchy. It is enough to make a 
graven ima ge laugh , to see apparently rational people, a-
way dovm here in t his v.;holesome and merciless slaugLter--
day for shams, still · mou t lJing empty reverence for t hose 
moss-ba cked frauds a nd scoundrelisms, hereditary ldngship, 
and so-called 'nobility'. It is enough to make t he mon-
archs and nobles themselves laugh--and in private the y do; 
there can be no qu-es tion about that-- - When our great 
brethren , t he disenslaved Brazilians frame t heir Declara-
tion of Independence, I hope they will insert t h is missing 
link : ' We hold these truths to be self~evident: that 
all monarchs are usurpers, and descende,nt s of usurpers; 
for the reason trmt no t hrone was ever set up in this 
world by the will, freel y exel~ cis e d, of the only body 
possessing the le gi tirr£ te ri ght to set it up--the numerical 
mass of the nation.' 
You already have the advance sheet of my fort hcoming 
bo ok in your hands. In it you will f ind a state paper of 
my Connecticut Yar>..kee i n w·hich he announce s the dissolution 
of King Arthur's monarchy and proclaims thb English Re-
public. Compare it with the state paper which announces 
t h e down fall of the Brazilian monarchy and proclaims the 
Republic of the United States of Brazil, and stand by to 
defend the Yankee from plagiarism. 
Have you noticed the rumor that the Portuguese throne 
is unsteady, and that the Portuguese slaves are getting 
restive, also, t hat t he head slave-driver of Europe, 
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Alexander III, has so reduced his usua l monthly order 
for chs.ins that the Rus sian foundries are running on only 
half-time now? Thi ng s a r e working . By and by t he r e is 
going to be an emi grati on ~Bybe. Of course we shall 
make no preparation; we never do. In a few years from 
now we shall h a ve noth i ng but plR.yed-ou t lcings and dukes 
on the police, and driving the horse -cars, and whi te-
washing fences, and i n f a ct overcrovvding all the avenues 
of unski l l e d · labor; a n d then we shall wish, whe n it is 
too l ate, t ha t we had t ake n corar1on and reasonable pre-
caution s and drowned them at Ca stle Garden ."l 
Royalty and aristocracy are objects of fun and ridicule 
throu ghout The Prin ce and t he Pauper. An official office was 
that of a tast e r who tasted all f oods before serving t he k ing , 
to make sure that t:te ~nonarch vvas not poisoned. It was stran ge 
that a dog or some other a n i mal 1pas not used f or this purpose 
but, "all the wa ys of ro ya lty are strange." A whipp ine boy 
was e mp loye d for t he pri n ce to receive t he blows when t he 
prince did not };_n ow b is lessons . The whipp ing boy told Tom, 
"None may visit t he sacred pe rson of t he Prince of Vlales ·with 
blov1s; wherefore when h e faul teth , 'tis I that take t hem; and 
mee t it is and right, for that is mine office and rc1y liveli-
hood. " 
Mark r wain be lieved that it would be be tt er for t l1e wo rld 
if royalt y wou ld receive a few blows that it dese rves. In 
anothe r passage in the sa me book he sa ys: "The vmr ld is mad e 
wrong . Kings shoul d go to sc hool to their own laws, and so 
earn mercy." 
Anot h er s tab at royalty is ma de in Tom Sav..ryer v-:1:cen Tom 
1 Mark Twain's Letters, pp . 519-520. 
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tells Huck: "a robber's mo re high-toned than wha t a pirate 
is--as a gene ral thing . In mo st countries they're awful high 
up in the nobility--dukes and such". 1 
Whe n me n gain power and prestige t he y lose whatever sense 
of justice and horror t hey formerly possesse d. They look 
down upon t hose who are not in their social ranlc. When Tom 
in The Prin ce and the Pau ne r v.-as acti ng a s king, his mother 
came to him in a procession, but now h e vva s ashamed of her 
and said, "I do no t know you, wor.Jan !" 
Th e Ar:Je ri can people in general li ke to as so ci a te with 
duke s .and lords. In The illnerican Claimant Lord Berkeley ob-
serves: "I am a stonished and pained to see how ea ge r the most 
of tre se Americans are to get acquainted vd. t h a lord and how 
dili gent they are in pushing a ttentions u pon h i m." Clemens 
dis dained the worsh ip of titles. In Berlin he had the honor 
of dining with the German Emperor at the t a ble of a cousin 
married t o a hi gh officer of the court. 'Nil l iam Dean Hovie lls 
sa y s that Clemens was a man to e njoy such distincti on ; he knew 
hovr to take it as a de le ga ted reco gnit i on from the German 
peo ple, but as coming from a sovereign who had only his sov-
ereignty to va lue hims elf upon, he was n o t very proud of it. 
The democratic idea has alvmys had to f'i ght for its life 
in de mo cratic America. It has ah;;.'ay s nee ded humorists, sat-
iris t s , .and creative thi nkers . It nee ded a Mark •rwai n because 
1 The P r i n ce and t he Pauper, p. 253. 
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he wa s so t horou ghly committ ed to the cau se of political demo-
cracy. When he vvas in the Vi est, Twain kept an eye on the 
work of the le gisla ture. He .bad the influence of t he press 
over t l:~is body of men. If a bad law was .passed :Mark rushe d 
to pr i nt with a denunciation of the act; if a good law cleared 
up a previously bad situation, he frequently had favorable 
comro.e nts to ma ke. His political articles carried wei ght with 
the readers. When the le gislature passed a law restricting 
the number of notaries public in that territory, 1-'Iark wrote 
a satirical s ke t ch on conditions with respect to notaries up 
to that time. The sketch entitled "Concerning Notaries" 
appeared in The Enterprise early in t he year 1864 and was re-
printed in t he Golden Era in 1864. Mark was experiencing for 
-· --
t he first time the effectiveness of social and political sa-
ti r e . 
Th e perio d after the Spanish Ame r ican War fu r nished com-
plicated political scene s in corruption of municipal, state 
and federal governments. 
This was t he time of the Tweed Ring, the Credit Mobilier 
and the Whiskey Ring. From top to bottom the government of 
the Unit ed States was corrupt and inefficient. Mark Twain 
and Charles Warne.r called t heir picture o:f the era, 11 The 
Gilded Age" and described the demoralization of the nation. 
This book was challenging to the people of the time with its 
picture of how Congress was controlled and how votes vvere 
bought and s old. 
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Mark Twa in issue d a ·warning to the United States. He had 
been proud of our democracy, but the people were l etting it 
die. They took their freedom f or gr anted i nstead of nourishin 
it. An Italian looking at America vrould say: "The cororilon 
people there know a great deal ; they even have t he effrontery 
to complain if they are not properly governed, and to take 
hold and help conduct the government themselves; if they had 
laws like ours whi ch gave one dollar out of every tbree a crop 
pro duces to the government for taxes, t hey wou ld have tha t 
law altered. They are curious people. They do not know when 
_ they are well off. nl No , the Amei ican people do not J:;:now whe n 
they are well off. 
In the later year s of hi s l ife Mark Tvvain wrote: 
"The political and commercial mo rals of t he United 
Sta tes are not merel y food for l aughter , they are an en-
tire banquet . The human being is a curious and i nterest-
i ng i nvention. It takes a Cromwell and some thousands of 
preaching and praying sol cn,ers and parsons ten yea r s to 
r a ise the sta ndards of English officia l and commercial 
mor a ls to a respect-worthy at t itude, but it t akes only 
one Charles II a cou ple of years to pull them down i nto 
t he mud again . Our standard.s were fairly hi gh a genera-
tion ago, and t hey had been brought to that grade by 
generation of wholesome labor on the part of the nation's 
multitudinous teachers; but Jay Gould, all by himself, 
was able to undermi ne the s-t ructure in half a dozen years; 
and in thirty years--his little band of successors--the 
Senator Clarks and t he ir k ind--have been able to sadden 
it with de cay from roof to cellar and re nder it sha ky 
be yo nd repair, apparently."2 
Against Tar:maany Hal l and Croker Clem.e ns' fee lings were 
deeply aroused. He made a ~ i ery s peech aga inst Croker that 
1 Innocents Abroad, p . 343. 
2 Le tters of Mark Twain, p . 81. 
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was printed and circulated all over the city. He was filled 
vri th pleasure v!hen he read a lit t.le verse about hims e l f in one 
of the newspapers: 
Who killed Croke r? 
I, said Mark Twain, 
I ki l led Croker 
I, the jolly joker ~ 
The i mper ialistic development of t he country after the 
Spani sh Ameri can War aroused his ins tantaneous anta gonism. When 
~resident Roosevelt wired General Wood and congratulate d him on 
his vi ctory in t he Philippines, Mark Twain denounced t he whole 
business i n words which still ·ca rry wi th t hem the r ing of 
challenge: 
"Hi s who le ut terance is merely a convention. Not a v..rord of 
what he said came out of his heart. ·He knew perfectly well t hat 
to pen six hund.red helpl ess and weaponless savage s in a hole 
l i ke r ats in a trap and. massacre them in de tail during the 
st re tch of a day and a half, from a saf e positi on on the hei ghts 
~bove, was not brillia nt feat of arms .--and would not have been 
a brilliant feat of arms even if Christian A1ne rica, re :presented 
by its salaried soldi e r s, had shot them down wi th Bib les and the 
Golden ~ule i nstead o~ bullets. He knew pe r~ectly we ll tha t our 
uni formed assassins had not u phe ld the honor of the Ameri can 
ff' lag , but had done a s they have been doing continuously for 
!3 i ght years in the Philippines--that is to say, they had dis-
~onored it. 11 
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Our nei ghbor in democra cy, England, with her conquests 
a nd i mperiali s tic nature, disappointed Mal~k Tv.rain. His letter 
to Wil l i am Dean Howells i n 1897 is somewhat like a view we 
hear today: 
"These are sardon ic times . Look at Greece, and that 
whole shabby .muddle. But I am not sorry to be alive and 
priviliged to look on. If I \~re not a hermit I would 
go to the Hou se every day and see those people sc uffle 
over it and blit he r about t he brotherhood of the hurr~n 
race. This has been a bitter year for English pride. 
And I don 't like to see England humbled--that is, not too 
much. We a re sprung from her loins, and it hurts me . 
I am for republ i cs, and she is t he only co mrade we've 
got, in that. We can' t count .France, and t here is hardly 
enoue;.h of Switzerland t o count. Beneath the governing 
crus t England is sound-hearted and sincere , too, and 
nearly straight . But I am appalled to notice t hat t Le 
wide ext ension of the surface has dama ged her manne:cs , 
a nd made he r rather Americanly uncour teous on the lowe r 
l evels.ul 
He pit ied the Boers but, "we must not utter any hateful 
words about England in the se days, nor fail to hope t hat she 
will V.'in in the war, for her defea t and fall would be an ir-
r emediable disaster for the mangy human race----. It wou ld 
mean an inundation which wou ld enve l op the gl obe and s teep it 
in a sort of Mi ddle-Age night a nd slavery which ~ould last 
till Chr ist cone s a gain. n2 Ho'N familiar these words sound 
today! 
In t he end Mark 'l'wain carne to reali ze t hat democracy call 
for more t han meTely getting rid of kings. America had es-
caped the exploitati on of royal hou ses, but she could fall in-
1 Mark Twain's Letters, p. 643. 
2 Ibid., p. 695. 
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to the hands of ot:ter exploiters. Universal suffrage was far 
from infallible in practice. He had no fa ith in party govern-
ment and so passed at wi ll from one political party to anot her. 
He chose to give his vote to whom he considered to be the best 
man regc_rd l ess of the party a f filiation. He refused to vote 
at all in one election, because he disapproved of both candi-
dates and their theories. "I' Ye got that vote yet, and I' ye 
kep t it clean, ready to deposit at some other election." 
Clemens believed that the paJ:·tie s had too great an in-
fluence upon the peo ple. Men believe they think upon great 
political questi ons independently, but they think with their 
party. They read the literature of their own party, but not 
that of the other side . They arrive at convicti ons, but they 
are drawn from a partial view of the matter. "We all do no 
end of feeling , and ~e .mistake it for thinking. And out of it 
we get an aggregation which we consider a boon. Its name is 
Public Opinion. I t is held in reverence. It settles every-
thing. Sor,le t h:i.nk it is the voice of God. "1 
Out of ei gr~ty thousand preachers not more than tvventy of 
them are politically independent. The rest : cannot be politi-
cally inde pendent , for they must vote the ticket of their 
congregations. But they the mselves are the reason why they 
have no political independence, because they do not preach it 
from the pul pits . They have a large share in the fact that the 
1 Europe and Elsewhere, "Corn-Pone Opi nions", p. 405. 
94 
people of the nation have no political independence. 
Clemens l1..ad been accustomed to voting for Republicans 
more frequently than for Democrats, but he was never a Repub-
lican and never a Democrat. He was converted to the i dea of 
party i ndependence by the father of William R. Hearst, a 
strong Republican. Hearst said to him: 
'"I am a Republican; I expect to remain a Republican 
always. It is my purpose and I am not a changeable per-
son. But look at the condition of things. The Republican 
party goes ri ght along from year t o year--serving triumph 
after triur1ph, until it has come to think that the politi-
cal power of the United States is its property and that 
is a sort of insolence for any other party to aspire to 
any part of that power. Nothing can be worse for a 
country than t b is . To lodge all power in one party and 
keep it t here is to insure bad government and the sure 
and gradual deterioration of the public morals. The 
parties ou ght to be so nearly equal in st r ength as to make 
it necessary for the leaders on both sides to choose the 
very best men they can find. Democratic fathers ought to 
divide up their sons between the two parties if they can, 
and do their best in this way to equalize the powers.' 
It seemed to me that this unlettered man was at least 
a vrise one. And I have never voted a straight ticket from 
that day to t his. I have never belonged to any party from 
that day to this."l 
In the presidential year of 1904 Mark Twain vvas no longer 
actively i nterested in the political situation. He wa s only 
disheartened by the hollowness and pretense of office-seeking, 
and the methods of office-seekers in general. He wrote to J. H. 
Twitchell in Hartford: 
"It is interesting-- wonderfully interesting--the miracles 
which party-politics can do with a man's mental and moral make-
1 Aut obio graphy of Mark Twain I, p. 13. 
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up. Look at McKinely, Roosevelt and yourself: in private lif e 
spotless in character; honorable, honest, just, humane, gen-
erous, scorning trickeries, t reacheries, suppressions of the 
truth, mistranslations of meanings of facts, the filching of 
credit earned by another, the condoning of crime, the glori-
fying of base acts; in public and political life the reverse 
of all this." 
"Everytime, in twenty-five years, that I have me t Roose-
velt t he man, a wave of welcome has streaked through me with 
the hand grip; but whenever (as a rule) I meet Roosevelt the 
statesr~n and politician, I find him destitute of morals and 
not respe ctworthy. It is plain tha·t where his political self 
and his party self are concerned he has nothing resembling a 
conscience. nl 
In one of his speeche s he makes the assertion that there 
are t wo kinds of Christian morals, one private and the other 
public. "These two are so distinct, so unrelated that t hey 
are no more akin to each other than are archangels and politi-
cians. During 363 days in the year the American citizen is 
true to his Christian private morals, and keeps undefiled the 
nation's character at its best and highest; then in the other 
days of the year, he leaves his Christian private morals at 
home a nd carries his Christian public morals to the tax office 
and the polls, and does the best he can to damage and undo his 
whole year's faithful and righteous work. Without a blush he 
1 Mark Twain's Letters, p. 761. 
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will vote for an unclean boss if that boss is his party 's 
Moses; with co mpunction he will vote a gainst the best man in 
the whole land if he is on the othe r ticket."l 
In the city of Washington one of the most startling things 
he believes, is the fact that every individual from the one 
with the highest job to the one with the lowe s t represents . 
political influence. Unless one can get the ear of a senator 
or a congressr~n, or a chief of a bureau or department and 
persuade him to use "his iLfluence", he cannot get employment 
of the most trivial nature i n Washington. It would be an odd 
circumstance, he says, , for a girl to get employment at three 
or four dollars a week in tbi s city without any political 
grandee to ba ck her, but merely because she wa s worthy and 
competent and "a good citiz en of a free country 'that treats 
all persons alike'." 
In 1901 Mark Twain proposed to solve this American pro-
blem by organi z i ng a "Casting Vote Party", which was to con-
sist of a body of independent voters nominating no candidat e 
of their own, but t Lrowi ng their support to the best man nomi-
nated by the established parties . Its main object was to com-
pel the two Great Parties to nominate t heir best men alvffiys. 
The foundation princi p le '!;Vas that with the oi'f'ices f'illed by 
the best men of either of t Le two Great Parties, we should 
have good government. The organization should never vote for 
1 ~lli rk Twain's Spe eches, p. 109. 
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any but a nominee of one or the other of the two Great Parties, 
and should have no dealings vvi th minor parties. The indepen-
dent voters will be f ound among the "men who are dis gusted witb 
t he prevailing methods, the low ambitions and ideals of 
the politicians ; dishonesty in off ice; corruption ; the 
frank distribution of appointment among characterless and 
incompetent men as pay for party service; the evasion and 
sometime s straight-out violation of the civil-service 
laws. The fifty will be found a mong the me n who are a-
shamed of this condition of thi ngs and ·who have despaired 
of seeing it bettered; wrD stay away from the polls and 
do not vote; who do not attend the primaries, and vv-ould 
be insulted t he r e ·if they did .--From co nstable up to the 
President there is no office for wh ich the t wo Great Par-
ties cannot furnish able, clean, and acceptable men . 
Whenever t he balance of pov."er shall be lodged in a per-
ma nent t hird party with no candidates of its ovm and no 
function but to cast its whole vote for the best man put 
forward by ~ the Re publicans and Democrats, t he s e t wo par-
ties will select the best men they have in their ranks. 
Good and clean government will follow."l 
Nothing expressed his di s illus ionment in America more com-
pletely than his conversation with Tc)J..aykoffslcy, the Russian 
Revolutionist who appealed to him to address a mass meeting. 
Tchaykoffsky expected to arouse a conflagration of noble sym-
pathy in our vast nation of "eight millions of happy and en-
thusiastic freemen ". "I told him what I believed to be true: 
t hat our Christianity '~Nhich we ha ve always been so proud of--
not to say so vain of--is now nothing but a shell, a sham, a 
hypocrisy; that we have lost our ancient sympat hy with oppressed 
people struggling for life and liberty; that when we are not 
coldly indifferent to such things we sneer at them--that his 
mass meetings would not be attended by people entitled to call 
1 Eurooe and Elsewhe r e , "Ske l eton Plan of a Proposed Casting 
Vot e Party~p. 233 . 
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themselves American at all; that his audiences would be com-
posed of' foreigners who have suffered so recently that they 
have not yet had time to become Americanized and their hearts 
turned to stone in their breasts."l 
He told his daughter Clara that in a hundred years there 
will be a king roosting he r e. The monarchy' s ancestor was the 
Republican Party "after whi ch comes the Labor Party and after 
it the .Llonarchy". By monarchy he meant what we today call a 
dictatorship. He believed that every civilization carries the 
seeds of its ovm destruction and the same cycle shows in them 
all. "The Rep ublic is born, flourishes, decays into plutoc-
racy and is captured by the shoemaker whom the mercenaries and 
the millionaires make into a ki...n.g ." In tr..e end will co me mon-
archy because (1) it is the nature of nmn to want a definite 
something to love, honor, reverently lo ok up to, and obey: 
God and king for example. (2) Republics have last ed long , 
protected by their pove~ty and insignificance, but great ones 
have not. (3) The condition: vast power and wealth breed 
comtnercial and political corruption and i ncite public favorites 
to dangerous ambitions. 
The i dea was that republics are impermnent; in time they 
perish and in most cases stay under the sod, but the overthrovm 
monarchy gets back into the saddle again by and by. 
"For twenty-five or thirty years I have squandered a deal 
1 Autobio graphy of Mark Twain, p. 292. 
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of my time--too much of it perhaps--in tryi ng to guess what is 
go:i.ng to be the process which will turn our republic into a 
monarchy and Low far off that we mi ght be . Every man is a 
master and also a servant, a vassal . There is ahvays someone 
who looks up to him and admires and envies him: t here is al-
ways someone to whom he looks up and whom he admires a nd en-
vies. This is his nature; t his is his character; it is un-
chan geable, indestructible; therefore republics and democracies 
are not . for such as he ; the y cannot satisfy the requirements 
of his nature. The inspirations of his character vdll always 
breed circumstances and conditi ons vvhich must in time furnish 
him a king and an aristocracy to look up to and to worship. 
In a democracy he will try--and h onestly--to keep the crown a-
way, but circumstance is a powerful maste r and will eventually 
defeat him. nl 
This fear of a dictatorship is a warning today to the · 
~rican people. Mark T~~in deeply realized the pitfalls of 
our country and the end to which it must come if it does not 
wake from its lethargy. His political democra cy rested on a 
sound foundation--his social democracy . He was loyal to his 
country, not to its institutions or its office holders. The 
country needs to be watched over and cared for. He believed 
that "all political power is inherent in the peopl e, and all 
free governments are founded on their authority and instituted 
for their benefit; and that they have at all times an un-
1 DeVoto, Bernard , Mark Twain in Eru p. 67. 
100 
deniable and i ndefeasible right to a lter their form of govern-
ment in such a ma nner as they roay think expedient." 
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CONCLUSION 
One cannot read the works of 11:ark Twain without realizing 
that he was a prophet for America. People often forget in 
dealing with a man like Mark 'rwain that one must possess humor 
himself before he attempts to criticize him who has been called 
"the greatest humorist since Aristophanes". But underneath his 
humor his social and political ideas were profound. He was 
never without some public or private cause to champion, some 
victim to right or to defend. 
He was a champion for the democratic spirit of living and 
makes us realize tbat a democratic continuance of government 
and humanization of society are products of ceaseless toil, 
struggle and thought of the nations and of the individuals in 
the nations. We are too prone to think that demo cracy owes us 
our livelihood, but we should consider that we owe a debt to 
democracy. Mark Twain po i nts put that democracy is as slow 
as it is great. Some people have had to work hard and reap 
little because democracy has not reacl!.ed the po int of perfect 
equality. 
The faults of ArrB rica--prejudices, social in justices, 
political corruption, greed, hatred, and war--that Mark con-
demns are the san1e failings we have today. If he were alive 
today, what stingin g words he wo uld have for the dictators, the 
imperialists, and the munition-makers . He would burn t hem in 
the ~>rhi te fury of his anger. 
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It was from the pa ges of Mark Twain that the president of 
the United States might have taken his slogan of the "New Deal" 
for the country. Mark vvanted a "new deal" for the common man 
and woman everylNhere, and he said that democracy is the only 
way to mend the faults of America. 
Mark Twain today would appreciate a rr~n such as Cordell 
pull, who represents the only social phenomenon which is dis-
tin ctly American: the rise of the Cormnon Man. Like Mark 
Cordell Hull bases his democracy not on the sentimental belief 
that all men are equally good but on the shrewd perception that 
most men's motives are equally ulterior, and that they have to 
be protected from one ano t her by the democratic process. Both 
vvere r·eared in the folkwa ys of fron tier democracy and rose to 
great heights of simplicity, dignity and moral presti ge. 
Mark Twain again would say in effect today: If we wish to 
protect Ame rica we must make changes and undertake reforms at 
home. We in America can call on more intelli gence, more skill, 
and more sheer physical brawn than any other government in the 
world, and a strong and enlightened people will not submit long 
to dictatorship. Democracy has never flourished among the weak 
it takes the best qualities of humanity to make it possible at 
all. 
America defended tlJ.e actions of Great Britain in the Boer 
J Vvar and in other military conflicts. Mark Twain said tb.at Eng -
land must not fall, for her defeat would be a disaster for the 
hurr~n race. Today we are sayin g , if Britain survives, Germany 
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cannot impose her system upon the world. 
We can help defend our country, Mark would say, by see-
ing that t hos e who haven 't had t he ir share in l ife will have a 
better chance. Every person who because of race or religion 
has fewer opportunities for a normal life than we have is a 
reminder that we do not practice the noble principles on which 
our country wa s founded. We must prove that our vmy of life is 
a success, because it is founded on faith in the very best in 
our natures. Every time v:e act toward people in d iffi culty and 
distress with sympathy we are strengthening our nation. The 
same discord that has torn Europe asunder where democracy 
seemed to be taking root, today is seeding in our land. Capi-
talists are scorning l a bor leaders. Labor leaders are preach-
ing distrust and hatred for capitalists. The class-conscious 
_arrogance of wealth is creat ing its own class morals. Pro-
letarian logic is justifying the use of force and cunning in 
class conflict. Mark Twain offers this challenge and cries, 
"Wake up America ~ n 
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ABSTRACT 
No aut hor ever lived on closer terms with life than Mark 
Twain. He vvas a humorist, philosopher, prophe t and one f the 
greatest humanitarians who ever lived. His Vl.rork was thoroughlj 
human and filled wi th an understanding and love for mankind. 
He saw the weakness in r~n, however, and he denounced him for 
his cruelty to mankind. His vision of what life could be was 
so high that the though.t of what man had made it was dis-
heartening. He found himself confronted by a world V·'here the 
strong use their strength in brutal domination, and the weak 
struggle in vain . He refused to worship the successful, and 
he was too tenderhearted to scorn the unsuccessful. Mark Twair 
portrays the age as a specta cle for scornful laughter. In his 
strife for social reform he is somewhat like Dickens. 
Mark Twain answers his question of "what is man " to the 
effect that man is a chameleon, the creature of hi s environ-
ment . He is an automaton, the victim of his temperament. Of 
all creatures he is the most detestable , for he is the only 
one who inflicts pain for sport . The people Mark picture s in 
his books are the "damned human race tf. 
The f'unda :rre ntal ideas of' I~ark Twain were deve loped large-
ly by h is life in the West. There he had complete freedom to 
develop his vigorous dynamic personality. There he gained 
his democratic spirit associating with men and women of all 
types and from all sections of the country. At various times 
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and plac~s he ~as a .pilot, printer, editor, reporter, miner, 
lecturer, author and publisher. He knew democracy from ex-
perience. In the early part of his life Sam Clemens had great 
fait h in the democratic ideal. He belie ved that it was pos-
sible to vvipe out class distinction and social evils. But as 
he grew older he realized that social problems cannot be 
settled in a few years. 
His work was J.une rican through and through. He was proud 
to be a n American, for the country to him was a symbol of 
de mo cracy, but there vr3 re social and political evils that 
needed to be overcome before it could be t he fulfillment of 
his dream. 
Samuel Clemens vvas the son of the Gilded Age, but he 
wasn't loyal to it. He sided instinctively with the underdog. 
He hated the sufferings, in justices, and the inequalities that 
capitalism produces. The books of Mark •rwain are filled with 
his syTii.pa thy for poverty and his hatred f or the power of 
wealth. The reason Americans seem so addic ted to try ing to get 
rich suddenly is that the opportunity has of f ered itself to us 
with a freque ncy all out of proportion to the European ex-
perience . 
Mark Twain contended that labor should have the right to 
organize. He believed that l a bor unions are the great e st help 
for t he workingman, for with them the laborer can stand up a-
gainst the power of money. 
His reaction to vmr was one of aversion. He believed it 
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to be brutal and rarel y justifiable. The piling up of arma-
ments was shocking to him, and the belief that the way to 
prevent war is to be ready for it is another characteristic of 
the "damned human race ". He had dreams of a world peace, but 
the main taining of gr eat armies by the countries of the world 
made the idea seem i mpo ssible. He kne v: it was wrong to 
heavily tax the people to pay for war machines and to vd thdraw 
appropriations from the public schools to support the army . 
Peace wou ld have to be made by compulsion, he maintained, 
for the nations can't be persuaded. N.srk proposed the re-
duction of armaments little by little on a pro rata ba s is by 
a concert of the pov:ers. If t he four great powers would agree 
to reduce t he ir strength ten percent a year and Lmke the other 
smaller nations do likewise, there would be less possibility 
of a war. 
It is foolish for us to send missionaries to China when 
America is in such a state of affairs. Our country , says Mark, 
is worse off than China--"0 compa s sionate missionary, leave 
China! come home and convert these Cbr i s tians". 
Possibly no man had more fait h in education t han Mark 
~Nain. He believes that citizenship should be taught in the 
schools, :for it wil l be t he salvation of democracy. The wel-
fare of the nation is bound up in the prosperity of the schools 
Mark Twai n had little faith in the orthodox chur ch, for 
t here is too r.mch power there. It is nothi ng but a political 
machine, and 1~rk realized t hat most dealings in politics are 
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bad. He had no faith in party government and so passed at 
will from one party to the other. He chos e to give his vote to 
the best rnan r egardless of the party affiliation. He attempted 
to solve the problem of voting by proposing a "Casting Vote 
Party" which was to consist of a body of independent voters 
who should give their support to the be st men nominated by t .he 
established parties. Its object was to compel the tv.:o Great 
Parties to nominate their best_men always. 
Men should be independent in their thinking, for that is 
one of the principles of democracy. Mark Twain was permeated 
to the core with democratic ideal. His books contain a 
judgrrtent on the collision between democratic i deal and demo-
cratic real ity . He was remarkably free from race prej udice, 
especiall y having been born in a Southern town where slavery 
was a natural part of life. Ee had a high opinion of tbe 
black man and fe lt that the white man owed the negro a debt 
for generations of enforced bondage . In hi s books the ne gro 
is con sistently a noble character, and Mark 's hatred for 
slavery is manifested in them. He regretted that the negroes 
in America were not given more advantages , and felt that they 
should be given more opportunities for higher education. 
Slavery ran counter to the simple pr i nc i ples of ri5ht and 
,, 
wrong, of equality and fairness on which his philosophy of 
life was based. 
Just as the oppression of the negro aroused his sympathy, 
he was greatly concerned over the unfai rness dealt to the Jews. 
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He admired them and considered them one of t he most gi fted 
races i n the world. They have ma d_e a marvelous fight in the 
world but have been persistently hated and frequently per-
secuted because the race as a whole is more successful in 
monetary rna tte :L~ s. Such treatment is certainly not a democratic 
one. Twain's tolerance for all races is based upon his love 
f or humanit y and the respect for the individual. 
His hatred fo r monarchy and aristocracy was strong. A 
monarchy makes slaves of t he people, and if they allow it to 
exist the y are to be despised. Even the best governe d and 
mos t enli ghtened monarchy is behind the best conditions 
attainable by its people. The bulk of the ability of a nation 
is in the long ranks of its nameless and its poor. 
Throughout hi s bo oks royalty and aristocracy are objects 
of ri dicule. The worship of titles was disdained by him. 
Mark Twain perceived t hat t he democratic idea has alv.rays 
had to f i ght for its life in de mo cratic America , and unless 
the A..rneri can people watch more diligently over t heir country 
there is going to be a greater f i ght necessary for democracy • 
.Am9 ricans do not realize ho·w f ortunate t hey are. "They do not 
know when they are well off". America has escaped the ex-
ploitation of royalty, but she could fall into the hands of ex-
ploiting capitalists. 
Mark feared that some day America would be ruled by a 
dictator , for re publics are not permanent . It is the nature 
of man to honor and revere, and vast power and wealth breed 
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connnercial and political corruption. It incites public favor-
ites to dangerous ambitions. 
:Wiark r.rwain was alv,;ays on the si de of the underdog and be-
lieved in jus tice above all things . He might or mi ght not 
have believed in the cause but if conviLced that an in justice 
was being practiced, he would iiiL.'lled iately become the defender 
of the mistreated. Throu ghout his life he showed a lack of 
racial pre judice, believing in justice for the ne gro and the 
Jew. 
He bel i eved heartily i n education, vehemently defended 
the principles of woman suffrage, viciously hated war and 
imperialism, and passionately l oved demo.cracy. 
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